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· Today marks a significant step forward in fulfilling the promise of the clean energy economy in Massachusetts.  This initiative, made possible through broad, public-private collaboration will spawn new investment and new jobs in the Commonwealth, help to accelelerate the growth of the clean energy market, and make clean energy a realistic, accessible, affordable option for homeowners and businesses across the state. 

· The clean energy economy plays directly to our educational and entrepreneurial strengths in Massachusetts, and brings with it new high-wage jobs, opportunities for steady investment in every region of our Commonwealth, and the long-term – and long overdue – preservation of our natural environment. 

· I want to thank everyone who put in the hard work of moving this forward.  I commend the leadership of our economic development and environmental teams that put in hundreds of hours of effort into this initiative.  And I salute the commitment that Evergreen Solar and NSTAR have shown to our clean energy and economic future.  

· I also want to recognize the Massachusetts Office of Business Development who worked to address the needs of Evergreen’s expansion, the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative which will be Evergreen’s neighbor in Westborough, as well as MassDevelopment and Citizens Bank, who contributed to the incentive and financing package that made this all possible.  

· This development is a perfect example of how we come together in recognition of our shared responsibility, and through collaboration and hard work create a shared prosperity.  Each of you saw an opportunity that served our economic interests, our environmental interests, and our human interests, and you went to work to get it done.  

· The $170 million expansion of Evergreen’s manufacturing operations will create up to 375 new jobs, more than doubling their current workforce in the state. Alongside new manufacturing jobs, we will be creating 4 new installation and maintenance jobs for every megawatt of solar energy added to our power grid.  

· We will be aggressively promoting expanded use of clean solar energy with cost-effective incentives for residents and businesses to take part in these energy alternatives, and have set an ambitious goal of 250 megawatts of solar energy in our state by 2017.  That means clean energy for XX homes and businesses, and 1,000 new jobs in ten years.

· This collaboration also represents a groundbreaking, first-in-the-nation partnership between a solar technology manufacturer and an electrical utility company (which Joe Nolan will describe in detail).  By working together we can close the gap between solar and conventional energy costs and incorporate alternative sources of power into our existing electrical grids.  We are making clean energy a realistic, accessible, affordable possibility for anyone in Massachusetts.  

· Today we send a powerful signal of our commitment to the innovation economy.  We have shown that there are investment opportunities for the growth of cutting-edge industries in every sector and every community in Massachusetts, and that we are willing to put in the effort to bring those jobs and those advances here. I want to thank Mayor Lang from New Bedford, Mayor Cohen from Newton, Mayor Harrington from Brockton, and representatives of Boston, Worcester, Pittsfield?, Springfield, Greenfield?, Woburn? for their support and leadership in moving towards clean energy to their own communities.  

· This is just the beginning.  Earlier this year I signed the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and have pledged to invest 100% of the proceeds from auctioned emissions credits to fund other clean energy developments.  We recently saw through the permitting approval of the Cape Wind Project, taking us one step closer to leading another clean energy market.   And we created the MassEfficiency, grant fund to help extend the successes of the Cambridge Energy Alliance to Boston and 4 other communities in the Commonwealth.

· I’ve said all along, if Massachusetts can get clean energy technology right, the world will be our customer.  Evergreen Solar, NSTAR and all of our partners in this endeavor are helping us get clean energy right.  I am proud of today’s work, and look forward to what tomorrow will bring.
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