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Since Day One, our mission has been to create the conditions for good jobs at good wages in every corner of the Commonwealth.  And for the past three and a half years, despite a fierce economic headwind, that’s exactly what we’ve been doing.

As a result of our investments in our innovation industries and our broken infrastructure, Massachusetts is weathering these hard times better than the rest of the nation and building a lasting recovery while we’re at it.  Last week we found out we added over 15,000 jobs in May, the fourth month in a row of job gains.  In April, we saw the largest monthly job gain in 17 years.  Independent economists forecast that Massachusetts is recovering faster, sooner and stronger than the rest of the nation.

There is a lot that’s good going on in Massachusetts.  But we need to do more.  

That’s why we are investing an unprecedented amount in public infrastructure.  Under our Massachusetts Works program, we are investing $4 billion this construction season alone and putting some 20,000 people to work.  Using state and federal recovery monies to leverage private investment, we’ve undertaken hundreds of projects from the Cape to the Berkshires, from Central Mass to the South Coast.  We have cut the number of structurally deficient bridges by almost 10 percent already, and have doubled the highway reconstruction program in just the last two years.  

It was with this bridge as a backdrop that we launched our Accelerated Bridge Program in 2008, and it was because the Longfellow Bridge project is one of the best examples of the condition of our bridges and their importance to our communities.   Although it hadn’t seen a major repair in 50 years, whether on the Red Line or in their cars, over 135,000 commuters a day rely on this bridge.  It is a crucial piece of the economic and transportation future in Cambridge and Boston.
Investments like this are not only important, they’re also overdue.  I don’t think it’s news that our infrastructure has been in desperate need of repair since well before the recession.   

And that’s why we say that Massachusetts Works is about jobs for today and jobs for tomorrow.  Improved facilities at public colleges and universities means more students with high-tech skills for the job market.  Expanding commuter rails means expanding housing options for workers.  And building new roads and repairing bridges now not only means construction jobs today but more reliable movement of goods and services for businesses tomorrow.
Because of Massachusetts Works, we’re laying the foundation for a better, stronger future.  And soon enough, that future will be here.  Let’s go to work for it.  Thank you all for being here.
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