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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas A lack of physical activity plays a leading role in rising rates of obesity, diabetes, and other health problems among children; and 
W

hereas Driving students to school by private vehicle contributes to air pollution, traffic congestion, and circulation problems at schools; and 
W

hereas Walking or bicycling to school offers students an opportunity to build physical activity into daily routine; and 
W

hereas An important role for parents and caregivers is to become aware of the difficulties and dangers that children face on their trip to school each day, to teach children about pedestrian and bicycling safety, and to know the health and environmental risks related to physical inactivity and air pollution; and 
W

hereas Through the Massachusetts Safe Routes to School program, Massachusetts strives to educate students, school officials, and parents about the health and environmental benefits of walking and bicycling to school, and to improve the safety conditions in areas surrounding our local schools; and 
W

hereas Walking and bicycling to school promote physical activity, connections between school and community, concern for the environment, and more livable communities, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 5th,  2010 to be

Walk & Bicycle To School Day  

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of May, in the year two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
