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· Welcome to the State House.  We are very glad to see you here today.  I want to thank you for the wonderful music.  And I want to congratulate your teachers on all the work they have done, for all the success that you all have had this summer, and for the last 16 years.
· Over the years, as the demands have grown on school budgets there have been increasing challenges in keeping music programs alive in our schools – particularly in our urban public schools.  And I’m glad to see programs and scholarships like this one restoring a crucial, and often missing, element of education.

· Because we know that learning and enrichment activities are essential in every classroom.  That means math and science, but it also means music and art.  Those are core skills as well, and should be part of educating every child in this Commonwealth.  

· Not only can we unlock amazing musical talent, as we see here, but we can help them develop the creative skills necessary for success in higher education and the professional world, whether they go on to a career in music or not.  
· I’m proud that you have come to visit us, and I look forward to seeing where you all will go in the future.  Thank you so much.
