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Good evening and thank you for inviting me back this year.  It is an honor to join you and to celebrate this great organization.  In times as challenging and uncertain as the ones we are in right now, this organization has us focused always on the innovative solutions of tomorrow.  Indeed, you are too steeped in the lessons of the past to think otherwise.  In the history of this great city, the insatiable human need to innovate and create has blossomed and flourished.  Bostonians of every stripe have shed new light on life and let new ideas tumble forth into our neighborhoods and even the world.  That is a spirit worth celebrating.

Dr. Alice Chiang represents that pioneering spirit.  She is proof against every skeptic and naysayer who says that some challenges are just too big to overcome.  Born in China and raised in Taiwan, Dr. Chiang came to Massachusetts in her 20s to work at MIT’s Lincoln Lab.  We were lucky to get her.  During her time there, she developed landmark integrated circuit technology and forever changed the world of ultrasound.  Her patented technology has brought new levels of understanding to hospitals, doctor’s offices, battlefields, rural and developing areas around the world.  Where once there were cumbersome machines, she made the big little, and in the process helped thousands of people around the world get more accurate diagnoses and improved the surgical success rate.
Her work is far from over.  With a PhD from Virginia Polytechnic Institute, more than 40 patents, extensive management and strategic experience and a constant hunger to learn more, to tweak and tinker until new technologies improve our lives, I am confident Dr. Chiang will be a fixture on the innovation landscape for decades to come.  Ladies and gentlemen, it is my privilege to present Dr. Alice Chiang with the History and Innovation Award in Health and Technology.  
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