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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Parkinson’s disease is a progressive neurodegenerative condition most commonly characterized by motor symptoms such as tremor and rigidity, and patients also suffer from non-motor symptoms, such as 
sleep disturbances and depression―all of which can significantly affect the patient’s daily activities and 
motor function; and

W

hereas Parkinson’s disease, impacts one million people in the United States and these numbers are expected to rise in parallel with increasing life expectancy―with projections estimating double the prevalence by 2030; and
W

hereas While there is no cure, current therapies, including medication and rehabilitation, aim to decrease the symptoms of the disease; and   
W

hereas The National Parkinson’s Foundation, the Parkinson’s Action Network, The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research, the Parkinson’s Alliance/Parkinson’s Unity Walk and the Parkinson’s Disease Foundation have joined together to promote Parkinson’s disease awareness and support including improved education, knowledge, research and treatment; and 

W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of Parkinson’s disease among all Massachusetts residents,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 2014, to be,
Parkinson’s Disease

 Awareness Month 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of March, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

               





By His Excellency                  







       Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
