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· Special thanks to Harvey Lodish of the Whitehead Institute for his significant contributions in shaping the Scientific Advisory Board for the Life Sciences Center, which will play a critical role ensuring the scientific integrity of this grant program. 

· I‘m proud to join all of you in announcing the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center Matching Grant program, a public-private partnership to match $12 million in state funds with a comparable amount of private investment to help grow and expand life sciences in Massachusetts.
· Thanks to Senator Kennedy, Congressman Capuano and other members of our congressional delegation, Massachusetts has received a generous share of NIH funding over the years.  But that funding has been flat in recent years and burdened by restrictions on certain types of research.  These restrictions, unfortunately, have more to do with politics than healing.  For this and other reasons, many promising innovations, therapies and cures have fallen into the so-called “valley of death” where public support for research runs dry before the market steps in with financing.
· The matching grant program that we are announcing today is designed to help close that gap, so that there is an unbroken line of support from inspiration to commercialization.  While these grants cannot substitute for federal funding, they are an example of how Massachusetts can make smart, targeted investments in specific areas of need:  new faculty, new investigators, and new research partnerships with industry.  It is important to stress partnership because each grant requires a match of public dollars with private or institutional funding. 
· The strength of our life science supercluster relies on the creativity of researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs.  In the same vein, we will rely on this expertise to make grant decisions.  A process governed by scientists, rather than politicians, ensures that investments are being made in the most promising research. 

· The grant applications will be overseen by a Scientific Review Officer, a scientist with experience managing a competitive, peer review process of scientific proposals. And final approval will be given by the Life Science Center’s Board of directors after consultation with the center’s advisory board.
· I want to commend Senate President Murray and Speaker DiMasi for their vision in creating the Life Sciences Center in 2006.  The 2006 Economic Stimulus Bill was the genesis of this now vital agency.  The $10 million pledged in that legislation, coupled with the recent $15 million supplemental budget appropriation, is what makes this matching grant program possible.  

· I also want to thank them and all of my partners in the legislature in working towards finalizing the Life Sciences Initiative, our 10-year, $1 billion investment to secure and extend our global leadership in this field.  I have been continually assured that the bill is on track for passage soon, and I look forward to that legislative action both to create jobs and advance the future of healing.
· Meanwhile, the Life Science Center Grants are a big step in the right direction.  I thank everyone who has been a part of making today’s announcement possible, and look forward to working with all of you to find new and even better ways to lead in this industry.  
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