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· Secretary Burke 
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· Plymouth County Sheriff Joseph MacDonald

· Undersecretary Kurt Schwartz

· Police Chiefs and Police Leadership

· Graduating officers

· Family and friends of the graduating officers

· I’m glad to be here with all of you on this special occasion.  I want to begin by recognizing the work of Sergeant Francis Reardon.  Sgt. Reardon is a Senior Staff Instructor here who is retiring this year [after XX years in service
].  The graduating class today is the last of more than XX classes
 that Sgt. Reardon has helped to prepare for the important and unexpected duties of being a police officer in Massachusetts.  I ask you to join me in commending his service.
· It is my privilege to join you in marking the graduation of the forty-two members of the 50th Municipal Police Officer’s Class of the Plymouth Regional Police Academy.

· After twenty-one weeks and 800 hours of training, you will be returning to your twenty-one different cities and towns, better equipped and better prepared for your years of service ahead.

· I commend all of you for demonstrating the commitment, character and compassion necessary to be successful as a police officer in today’s society.

· I also want to commend all of the staff and the instructors of the regional police academies for being role models and mentors for these new officers to look up to, and live up to as officers in the field.
· You graduates will have the unique opportunity each day to help make Massachusetts a safer and stronger place.  Each day will give you another chance to better the lives of the people who live in your communities.  
· As you step into your roles as officers, we look forward to joining you in an effort to strengthen the bonds of these communities.  I thank you all for accepting the call to duty. I am confident that you will serve with the honor and bravery that this institution has helped instill in you.  
· I’m also proud to be here today to present a very special award to Academy Director John DeGutis, Jr.  
· Director DeGutis has overseen all 50 of the graduating classes of this institution.  He has been a part of the training of more than 2500 new municipal police officers over 26 years of leadership.  

· John has spent his life and his career giving back to our Commonwealth.  Through his service in Vietnam in the late 60s to his work here, he has helped in immeasurable ways to enhance the safety of our communities.  We know that because of his work, Massachusetts is a better place to live, work and raise a family.  And I want to congratulate and thank him and his family on this milestone.
· Thank you. 
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