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Thank you and congratulations to all of the honorees.  You are here because of your academic achievement, your leadership among your peers, and your service to this community.  I am here because of how important I think it is that those qualities be recognized and honored.  Congratulations on this achievement.
I want to also congratulate your parents and teachers and the administrators of the school.  All of you are making a contribution to a better future, for yourselves, for your communities, and for our Commonwealth.

Many of you joining the Honor Society tonight are about the same age I was when I first came to Massachusetts.

I grew up on the south side of Chicago.  I lived there with my mother and my sister and my grandparents in a two-bedroom tenement. In fact my mother and sister and I shared one of those bedrooms and a set of bunk beds so you would go from the top bunk to the bottom bunk to the floor, every third night on the floor. 
I went to all too typical urban public schools, schools that were overcrowded and at times violent. 
We didn’t have much, but one thing we did have was a sense of community. In those days, every child was under the jurisdiction of every single adult on the block, every single one. If you messed up in front of Mrs. Jones’ stoop, she would straighten you out as if you were hers.  
The adults behaved as if they had a stake in us – and taught us to understand that we had a stake in each other. 
I can see that same sense of community here.  I can’t tell you enough how important that is.  For the parents and teachers and staff, and for myself: our purpose is to pass on to the next generation – these students – a better standard of living than was given to us.  We must give them a reason to hope.  I believe the first step comes in assuring that every child gets access to high quality teaching and other learning opportunities that prepare them for the society and the economy of their future. 

I know that value first hand.  Education transformed my own life. Opportunities opened to me through education lifted me out of tough circumstances and brought me to where I am standing right now.  Education made my improbable journey possible.  And I can see that journey replicated here tonight with these students.  I want every student in this Commonwealth to have these same chances.  
We should have an auditorium full of Honor Society students.  The Lieutenant Governor and I are doing what we can to improve every public school across the Commonwealth, but so much of what we face is not a question of funding.  More often it is a question of community, of what happens in our schools, but also in our homes and our neighborhoods.  It begins with people seeing their stake in the hopes and dreams of others.  We need to work together to make sure that this gathering is bigger every year.  
Congratulations on your induction to the National Honors Society.  You give us a reason to hope.  I look forward to seeing how high you will go, and how far you can lift us all. 
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