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Good afternoon.  It is an honor to be here.  Thank you, Elie for sharing your wisdom with us today.  Thank you to the Anti-Defamation League for hosting this important event.  

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge some of the people who have brought us here today:  ADL National Director Abraham Foxman and Brandeis President Fred Lawrence, our panelists later this evening, thank you both for your leadership.  And I’d like to especially recognize Chairman of the Board Mike Sheetz and New England Director Derek Schulman for their partnership on the anti-bullying legislation we signed last year. 
I look around this room and I see many of my friends and colleagues here today; Mayor Menino, members of the Boston City Council, Treasurer Grossman, the Consul General of Israel Shai Bazak, Consul General of Germany Claudia Schuett, ADL Board members, law enforcement officials, interfaith representatives, educators and students, ladies and gentlemen – thank you all for attending.  Tonight is an opportunity to have an important conversation about the world we live in and I am glad that so many of you have taken the time to participate and reflect.

What the ADL does here in Massachusetts and around the world is extraordinary.  ADL’s commitment to securing justice and fair treatment for all provides strength and guidance to our society.  You combat hate, racism and discrimination through policy initiatives, campaigns, and innovative programming.  You defend our civil and constitutional rights by standing up and advocating on behalf of victims and their families.  As the nonprofit leader in law enforcement training, you help to prepare our police for the situations they face back at home.  And maybe most importantly, you reach out to touch and educate the next generation – the youth who have no knowledge of the hatred and years of terror experienced by survivors like Elie.  Your work keeps the conversation alive.  
And that’s why this event is so important.  Because today, all too frequently in this country of divisive politics, we fail to have a conversation – to see another’s perspective.  The debaters and the pundits trade barbs and spout talking points, but they often fail to get at the real issues.  It’s come to mean that if you think differently than someone you can’t even have a discussion - you are wrong and they are right.  We fail to see the whole picture.    
But we must seek to bridge that gap in order to bring some level of understanding between people of different cultures and backgrounds, races and ethnicities, zip codes and neighborhoods.  Because that’s what America is all about.  The American Dream is not a singular idea but one that applies to all of us.  And for each of us to achieve it, we must recognize our value in the community - our stake in each other.  

So today, as we talk about the ‘new anti-semitism,’ we recognize its broader impact.  Discrimination and hatred tear people down and weaken the world that we live in.  In Massachusetts, we see hate crimes almost daily based on issues concerning race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, and religion.  These crimes violate the dignity of what it means to be human.  And we cannot stand for them.  As Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  
So we recognize that we have more work to do.  We cannot rest until foul words are erased from bathroom stalls.  We cannot rest until the xenophobic attitude toward immigrants is diminished.  We cannot rest until our children no longer fear bullies at school.  We cannot rest until we reclaim civility in our public discourse and recapture a level of respect for one another.  

And we cannot rest because we have a responsibility to our future generations.  That’s what generational responsibility is about, an old fashioned idea that we must, in our time, prepare the world as best we can for those who come after us.  So we must continue to work, to fight and most importantly, to love so that we can live the dream that Martin Luther King dreamed, that Elie Wiesel thought would never be possible, that millions of Americans fear is lost every day.


Thank you, ADL, for leading the cause.  And now I turn the program back over to Michael Sheetz so that we can continue this important conversation.  
It has been an honor to be here today.  Thank you. 
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