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My grandfather swept the floors of a bank on the South Side of Chicago for 55 years. When he passed away, the chairman of the bank spoke at his funeral and said that, had it been a different time, my grandfather would have retired as chairman himself.  

In many ways that different time has come.  Most of us have had the chance to work, study, live and play in settings that were completely out of reach of our parents and grandparents.  We can see from our Presidential election that things have changed.  A child observing these candidates will never again find it unusual or out of the ordinary to see women or people of color aspire to lead this nation.  That is different from even a decade ago.  Contrast that with 4 decades ago, in 1968, when, some of you may remember, Governor Wallace from Alabama won 5 states on a segregation platform. (Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas and Mississippi).    

It is at events like this one where we take the full measure of the success that we have had in the movement for change, but do so with a unique and deep understanding that change and progress are not complete until they touch every person in this Commonwealth.  
In the time since this gathering last year, 300,000 adults and children who were uninsured a year ago now have health insurance and reliable, affordable access to primary care.  

Yet, Black infants are more than 2.5 times and Latino infants are 40% more likely to die before their first birthday in Massachusetts.  We have more work to do.
Last year Massachusetts students rated best in the US on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the so-called National Report Card.  

But achievement gaps persist, drop out rates rose for many poor and minority students, and we see a growing but generally unacknowledged re-segregation in our schools.  We have more work to do.
Last year over 4,400 at-risk kids in our communities had summer jobs and a constructive alternative to gangs, and working together, State and local police took 500 guns off the street last year.  

But, a 13 year old boy who made all the right choices was shot and killed on his way home from playing basketball, another in a series of devastating losses of children to violence.   We have more work to do.
If we sit back and content ourselves with the status quo, we will not move forward.  If we do not have a sustained, focused commitment to action, we will come up short. 

We have the opportunity – in fact the obligation – in state government to set the standard.  Our public institutions represent the notion for many people not only that government can actually work for them, but that government is them, that they have a presence in the institutions of power, and that they have a platform from which to work for change.  

Today the State House looks more like the people’s house than it ever has.  New hires and appointments – in our administration and legislative offices – are more diverse than they ever have been
.  Our state agencies are developing and implementing diversity plans to identify and eliminate discriminatory barriers in the workplace.

But it doesn’t end with hiring people.  This is about creating a culture of opportunity, to raise expectations and pave the way for long-term changes in education and health care and economic opportunity – not just the product of a single administration but of a healthy state.

In my first year in office I had the opportunity to meet and join in celebrations with the Little Rock Nine, and several of the surviving members of the Tuskeegee Airmen.  Some of you were at those gatherings, and heard them describe the challenges they faced in breaking new barriers for all of us.  
At the same time, I’ve met with young people all across the Commonwealth.  I’ve been to their schools, and walked through their neighborhoods and heard them describe the challenges they face in gun and gang violence, and broken schools, and limited hope. 

Looking back, we can trace a direct line between the service and sacrifice of history makers like the Little Rock Nine and the opportunities we share today.  

What do we see when we look ahead?  

Our history makes demands on us, as does our future.  It’s not time to rest yet.  It’s time to act.  I’m glad to be with you all.  Thank you very much.
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