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Thank you David [Page].  To you and all the members of the Whitehead family and the family of the Institute: thank you for inviting me this evening to help mark this special milestone. 

I am always delighted to be in the company of Senator Kennedy, Senator Kerry, two great friends of mine of this Commonwealth.  Congratulations to you, Ted, for tonight’s well-earned recognition, and special thanks to you, John, for sharing in this occasion.

I realize that I am between you and your dinner, so I will be brief.    
Our youngest daughter Katherine graduated from high school… [Katherine story]
One generation. One generation and circumstances of our family were transformed.  And while that story is not told often enough in this country, it is told more often in this country than any other place on earth.
I think it’s about education, opportunity and the involvement of caring adults.  That’s our agenda: schools, jobs and citizenship.

But more to the point for tonight’s purposes: it happened because someone imagined a path like that for a kid like me—as improbable as that might have seemed.

To me, that’s what the life sciences are about—imagining cures and therapies, then working to bring those ideas from the lab bench to the bedside.  Thanks to you, science fiction is becoming science fact.

And it’s important work.  My mother lived with lupus. My mother-in-law lives with Alzheimer’s and diabetes.  You cannot be in the company of someone you love who is suffering, powerless to help, without appreciating why stem cell research and other life sciences breakthroughs are so important.
Around that ability to imagine new science fact, we have built in Massachusetts a life sciences super-cluster.  You at the Whitehead institute are part of the largest concentration of brainpower; biopharmaceutical, biotechnology, and medical device expertise; acadmic medical centers; research institutions; and venture capital on the planet.  We lead the world in treatments, therapies and innovative research that saves lives and eases suffering.
The life sciences are an enormous economic engine for Massachusetts, too.  We receive a disproportionate share of NIH research funding, over $2B a year.  One out of every seven jobs in the Massachusetts economy is in the life sciences cluster.  According to a study conducted by the Milken Institute, every direct job in life sciences (scientists, technicians, lab assistants, bio-manufacturing engineers) creates 3.6 indirect jobs (suppliers, vendors, support services, utilities, construction, real estate, transportation, among others).  Companies started or expanded in Massachusettts – storied companies like Genzyme, Biogenldec, Vertex, and now, Bristol Myers Squibb – create thousands of good jobs and are an important part of the civic life of this community, as well as the “brand” of Massachusetts.

But it doesn’t have to be this way.

Competitor states and foreign nations alike are investing billions of dollars to attract our researchers, institutions and industries.  At the BIO 2007 convention in Boston in May, thousands of people came from dozens of competitor states and nations to target our talent and companies.
The President and CEO of Children’s Hospital Boston says that every single top researcher at his institution has been approached and offered a job in some other state that has public incentives on the table.  Every single one.

California and China are pouring money and attention on the industry.

Everybody wants what we’ve got.

Some of you will remember that once upon a time “Route 128” was the short-hand that signified the international hub of the IT industry.  Anywhere in the world, all you had to say was “Route 128” and everyone knew that you were talking about a neighborhood in Massachusetts where the best work on computer software was happening, where everyone wanted and needed to be.  No one had ever heard of “Palo Alto.”  But while we sat on our laurels, Silicone Valley invested itself.  And both public and private forces, working together, built a powerful set of economic conditions and lured some of the best contributors to our own IT cluster away.

I refuse to let that happen again.  That is why we announced in May our Life Sciences Initiative, a $1B investment over the next 10 years to strengthen our lead in the life sciences and extend it.  New partnerships between state government, industry, academic medical centers and public and private higher education will lead to exciting developments like the world’s largest bank of stem cell lines at UMass Medical in Worcester, or grants for promising young talent who will build careers businesses and jobs in Massachusetts.
We want Massachusetts to provide the global platform for bringing innovations from the drawing board to the market, from inspiration to commercialization, and from ideas to cures.  Our rate of innovation in recent years has been triple that of the national average and I have no intention of letting it slip.    

We want to develop stronger public/private partnerships around funding and investment strategies to create new jobs, spur new research and strengthen investments in higher education and workforce training. 

We want the state to step in where necessary to target investments at stages of the development and commercialization cycle where venture capital has not been available, like the so-called “valley of death.”

And we want to create Regional Innovation Centers that attract researchers and companies and grow jobs not just in Kendall Square or Greater Boston, but in every region of the state.  

All of that means new ideas, innovations, and cures, and up to 250,000 jobs in the next decade.

But we need your help to move that legislation.  We need you to show your interest.  Many of you have already stepped up and I thank you for that.  I ask all of you to make your voices heard.  Call your reps and senators.  Call the chairs of the relevant committee, or the Speaker and the Senate President.  

And I urge you to ask your colleagues in other industries to see their stake in this as well.   
We share a vision of a Massachusetts that is a place of unprecedented opportunity and innovation.  It’s the same vision that Jack Whitehead had two and a half-decades ago.  It’s the same vision that imagined a path forward for a kid like me.  Right now in the life sciences we face a time of great opportunity, but also of great urgency.  
In the past several years, the work of the life sciences sector, including the Whitehead Institute, has helped move this industry to a place of world leadership.  Sustaining that leadership requires a renewed dedication.  As we mark the first 25 years of this Institute, consider what we need to advance healing and our economy in the next 25 and beyond.  Remember, that’s what you do: you imagine that science fiction could be science fact.  Let’s work together for that.  
My congratulations to all of you.  Thank you again.  
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