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I want to thank you all for asking me to be here with you tonight.  This organization is part of an important and distinguished legacy of military service in this Commonwealth.  That is something that precedes the first battles of the American Revolution and continues today with the brave service of so many Massachusetts men and women all over the world.  I am proud to join you in honoring that history.  
I know that we are here to celebrate and enjoy ourselves, but I think it is important, being with so many of you who have served, to acknowledge the many who could not be here tonight.
I want to express my pride and my gratitude to you and to your families.  And I do that on behalf of myself, on behalf of the members of my administration, and on behalf of the people of Massachusetts.  

To each of you who has worn the uniform, who has made the sacrifices, who has placed yourself in harm’s way for all of us, I want to tell you how much we appreciate your service.  I also want to thank your families for the support they have given you and the sacrifices they have also made to enable you to do what you do.
And I say that not only because of their brave service abroad, but also because of what that service provides for us at home.  The ideals of service, community and citizenship that are central to our military heritage are also essential to our future progress.  
That ethic of service, demonstrated both domestically and abroad, are a model of citizenship for all of us.  You show us the importance of seeing your own stake in the lives of everyone around you, dedicating yourself to something that has a broader scope and a longer reach than your own individual life, and committing to something bigger than yourself.  And that is what we need today to begin rebuilding our communities and moving forward.  We need that commitment to our shared prosperity that you represent if we are going to make our vision real all over the Commonwealth.
I thank you again for the many ways in which you continue to serve our Commonwealth and our country.  Thank you so much.
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