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Good morning, and thank you all for inviting me here.  I come here to ask for your endorsement of my bid for reelection.  I fully understand how valuable your support is and admire the process that you follow to consider it.  I believe that my record over the last four years demonstrates that I am worthy of your support and hope that at the end of today I have provided you with the right information so that you will share my belief.  I came to be governor and want to serve another four years to finish the work we started.  I am running for a second term because of my closeness to the people of Massachusetts, as well as to many of its educational and political institutions, which provided for me a life I could only have dreamed of as a young boy. I govern to give other working families and their children the same opportunities that I have received.


Over the past four years, I’ve seen or heard from many of you directly and if not you personally, then from your union representatives who toil tirelessly and advocate fiercely on your behalf.  At the State House, out and about in the communities, advocating, sometimes rallying, and generally making your presence felt . Thank you for that.  I’ve heard you.  I’ve seen you.  And I hope you know by now that – no matter what – we’re in this together.


We all know this is the worst economy in living memory. Tough choices have been made among miserable options.  In making the decisions we have, mindful that, behind the lines in the budget, those are individuals and families and lives.  Because we know that every single one of our residents deserves the dignity of housing and the security of a good job.  Many of you here- through your union and your effective advocacy – have made sure those values remain top of mind for me. Thanks again. 

My record demonstrates my commitment to collective bargaining. I take seriously and fully respect your right to engage in collective bargaining. I am the only governor who has worked with SEIU creatively to ensure bargaining rights for those without a voice. 

I fought with you for Personal Care Attendants and maintained their pay raises. I agreed with your request to extend the PCA bargaining unit to those aides employed by Senior Care Organizations.  And we finally worked out the details of providing collective bargaining rights to child care workers. We are working with several of your locals to fully develop and implement a responsible employer ordinance. And while that is in progress, my Administration has helped you ensure that responsible contractors have been selected by authorities and municipalities. 


I have supported revenues, such as the gas and sales tax, and closed corporate loopholes. We are working together to get Congress to pass FMAP funding.  We have reached agreement on collective bargaining agreements for state workers and were even able to include wage increases, despite the worst economy in history.


On a less formal basis, I have been at your side. I reinstated the Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, which had been decimated under the prior Republican administrations, so that you would have a voice in my Administration. I met with the Delta Project workers to help them decide to organize with SEIU. I have actively supported the Employee Free Choice Act at the federal level and made sure the state has a similar law.  I have answered your calls and addressed the issues when and how I could.


I recognize and appreciate the sacrifices many of you have made over the past two years. And unfortunately the end of this great recession is still over the horizon. But I know it is obtainable. Thursday I was able to announce that the unemployment rate is down and we created more jobs in MA than in the previous 17 years.  So we are on our way.


And now it is my turn to call upon you—to give me the opportunity to finish what I started, to provide service quality to the residents of the Commonwealth and meaningful wages, dignity and respect to its employees. To work with you to ensure that economic and social justice is not an empty slogan, but a commitment and promise to all working families. 

CLOSING

I thank you for the opportunity to dialogue with you about my record, my values and my request of an endorsement as I run for a second term as Governor.  Although I cannot do everything you ask, I always listen. Although I can not always maintain the status quo, I always value your input. Just because we can not agree on everything, does not mean we can not work together on anything.

No matter what, I will give you the respect of telling you the truth, and I give you my word that I will do everything I can to help you, and the workers I’ve met across the Commonwealth.  A young woman who works as a PCA for a disabled consumer. The young man who risked his safety to fix a dam. The social worker who toils day in and day to keep children from being neglected or abused.  named Dexter from Foxboro, part of the Lifeworks Program.  I see them, just as I see you.

So I ask only that you continue to work with me and support me for another term as Governor.   Talk to me, not just at me or about me.  I have shown you, even under the toughest circumstances, that for me governing is about people, and that I want to be your partner.  Thank you for considering me as you go through this endorsement process. 
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