TALKING POINTS
9/11 Names Ceremony

9-11-07

· ACKNOWLEDGE

· Secretary Burke

· Lieutenant Governor

· Massachusetts Environmental Police Honor Guard

· The 9-11 Fund for all that they have done in support of the many families affected by 9-11, for organizing this ceremony each year, for the 9-11 victims memorial that was dedicated in October of last year, and for what they do everyday for all of us.

· Today we meet to honor the lives and memories of the 205 individuals our Commonwealth lost six years ago today on Septermber 11th, 2001.  We remember them, and with them, the many others lost from across our nation and around the globe.  We share our tribute and condolences with every family and every community that marks this day.
· We remember the mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, sisters and brothers.  Each of us has felt the impact of the incidents of September 11th.  But the families and friends with us have endured the most profound loss of all.  We offer them the care and support of every person in our Commonwealth-wide community.
· We have lived the last years six years in the wake of tragedy. We carry vivid reminders of the pain and anger that we all felt.  That in many ways we still feel.  And we remember what it was like to feel, perhaps more than ever before, the fury of hate and fear, the looming presence violence, injustice and intolerance.  
· But we also recall the compassion and generosity of the days and weeks that followed.  The coming together that happened not only in communities that lost a loved one, and not only in New York or Virginia or Pennsylvania, and not only in America but throughout the world.  That is the spirit in which we reconvene today.  
· Because that is our greatest strength.  We live in that rarest of places, where our ideas, our shared goals and our common humanity will always be more powerful – will always win out –over intransigence and anger, violence and division.  
· Tempered by these losses, we will emerge a stronger, better place.  That is how we best serve the memories of those we love.  We do that not in anger at the horror of their loss, but in honor of the beauty of their lives.  
MOMENT OF SILENCE

· I ask you now to join me in a moment of silent tribute to those that we have lost.
NAME READING

· The names we read today are names of regular folks, of many religions, ethnicities and creeds.  They are from all walks of life. They are old, they are young. They are rich, and they are poor.  We remember them:
CLOSING

· Let their memories guide us as we strive to move ahead.  As we work to make sense out of senseless tragedy.  And as we have hope in a changed world. 

· We wish them peace where they are. And we honor them by seeking peace where we are.  Thank you.  
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