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Thank you all for joining us.

Since Day One, our mission has been simple: to create the conditions for good jobs at good wages in every corner of the Commonwealth.  And for the past three and a half years, that’s what we’ve been doing.

As a result, Massachusetts is weathering these hard times better than the rest of the nation and building a lasting recovery while we’re at it.  CNBC ranked us the 8th best state in the nation in which to do business (up from 15th in 2008).  And for the first time in 20 years, young people and families are moving into our state instead of moving out. 

There is a lot that’s good going on in Massachusetts.  But we need to do more.  So today, we celebrate the most significant construction season in Massachusetts state history.  


From the Cape to the Berkshires, from Central Mass to the South Coast, there will soon be shovels in the ground and people at work.  All told – taking together state funds, federal Recovery monies and the private investment leveraged – we will be investing over $4 billion to complete several hundred projects under the umbrella of Massachusetts Works.  And, as a result, put some 20,000 people to work.
Important as this is during difficult economic times, though, our infrastructure has been in need of repair since well before the recession.  We all know about our crumbling bridges and pockmarked roads.  Many of us see them on our daily commute.  I don’t have to tell people in Western Mass about the lack of high-speed internet, or tell hospitals about the struggle to put medical records online, or explain weatherization to homeowners who’ve watched their energy bills skyrocket because of poor insulation and old boilers.

Today, the message to our citizens is: your wait is over.  This spring and summer, we will bear witness to an unprecedented level of investment and transformation.  

A full access interchange between Exits 8 and 9 on Route 24 in Fall River.  A 16,000 square foot addition to Greenfield Community College, including a new cafeteria and an expanded library.  A $55 million extension of the Fitchburg commuter rail line.  Groundbreaking of the Assembly Square project in Somerville and Quincy Concourse in downtown Quincy.
And 150 jobs right here at Franklin Park apartments, where these guys are already hard at work renovating hundreds of units.  They’re fixing front porches and old windows, upgrading the heating controls, adding new handicap access and bringing alarm systems up to code.  All of this will save money while improving safety and quality of life.


But Massachusetts Works isn’t just about projects.  This is about people.

People like Dietrick Whitfield, a young man I met touring a YouthBuild site in Cambridge.  He had dropped out of school, didn’t know what he was doing or where he was headed.  Now he’s the foreman of a Green Homes project, has a path to his GED and has a future that he is imagining.


People like Masha Morris, one of the founders of Green Beginnings, which trains building trades workers in cutting edge efficiency and weatherization techniques.

And people like Iraq war veteran Dan Leary, whose company – NexAmp Inc. of North Andover, and their partner, Florence Electric in Taunton – was awarded the state’s largest-ever solar power contract to install energy and cost saving equipment at 12 water and wastewater treatment plants.


Ultimately, these projects are about jobs for today and jobs for tomorrow.  Building new roads and repairing bridges now means more reliable trips for businesses.  Expanding public colleges and universities means more students with high-tech skills for the job market.  And expanding commuter rails means expanding housing options for commuters.
Because of Massachusetts Works, we’re restoring people’s optimism today while laying the foundation for a stronger future.  And soon enough, that future will be our present.  Thank you all for being here.
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