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WIN

I am pleased to say today that the Constitutional Convention voted to keep the proposed amendment to ban marriage equality off of the 2008 ballot.  This is a victory for the thousands of couples who have been married under our law, for their tens of thousands of supporters, and for the 2 million people in our Commonwealth who enjoy equality under the law.  

When the Supreme Judicial Court announced recognized the right of gay and lesbian couples to marry in Goodridge four years ago, it reaffirmed the bedrock democratic principle that people come before their government as equals.  The very same right that all couples enjoy.  

This proposal would have asked the people of Massachusetts to take away freedom for a class of people and insert discrimination into our constitution.  We have never in this state used the ballot process to limit individual freedoms and personal privacy, and I am proud that we have not taken that considerable lurch backwards today. 
I think it is clear that the people of Massachusetts have moved past this question and the politics of division and fear.  This was a debate that would have driven us apart just when we most need to work together.  I and so many others are eager to get to work creating jobs in every region of the state, developing a world-class system of public education, getting guns and gang violence out of our neighborhoods, and giving our homeowners real property tax relief.

In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, all of our citizens share the same rights and responsibilities, without regard to skin color, or religion, disability, or sexual orientation.  Our justice cannot be conditional.  On the decision to marry or anything else, people must be able to come before the law as equals.  
I thank everyone who has worked to ensure equality for every citizen of our Commonwealth.  You have once again made Massachusetts a national model of freedom, progress and equality.
LOSE
Today the Constitutional Convention voted to add to our 2008 ballot a proposed amendment to ban marriage equality in our Commonwealth.  I am sorry to say that in all of our efforts, we were unable to keep this divisive measure off the ballot.  However, I remain confident in our efforts to defeat this amendment in 2008 and keep discrimination out of our constitution.  On that point, we are undaunted.
When the Supreme Judicial Court announced recognized the right of gay and lesbian couples to marry in Goodridge four years ago, it reaffirmed the bedrock democratic principle that people come before their government as equals.  The very same right that you and I both enjoy.  The court said simply that if the government is going to give marriage licenses to anyone it has to give them to everyone, regardless of whether the spouse you choose is of the same gender.  
This proposed amendment will ask the people of Massachusetts to take away, through the popular vote of a majority, the freedom for a minority, and insert discrimination into our constitution.  Where then does that stop?  Is it up to us to decide which inalienable rights each class of people can have access to?  Shall we take away the freedom to worship in religions the majority does not approve?  Or the freedom to write in ways that would not survive a ballot?  No, of course not.

We have never in this state used the ballot process to limit individual freedoms and personal privacy, and we cannot let this be the first incident in our history.  I will stand against this amendment. I will stand, with due respect, not be just because I believe that marriage equality is right.  It will be because I believe that equality is right.  

Every time the court affirms basic equality for any one, it affirms basic equality for all of us.  And whenever basic equality is threatened to one, all are threatened.  That is as true today as it was on the great civil rights questions of the 50s and 60s. 

I think it is clear that the people of Massachusetts have moved past this question and the politics of division and fear.  We have moved past a debate that has the power drive us apart just when we most need to work together.  It is unfortunate that we raise this question yet again when to help all of us we should be focused on creating good jobs in every region of the state, developing a world-class system of public education, getting guns and gang violence out of our neighborhoods, and giving our homeowners real property tax relief.

It is now to us to show that in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, all of our citizens share the same rights and responsibilities without regard to skin color, or religion, disability, or sexual orientation.  Our justice cannot be conditional.  On the decision to marry or anything else, people must be able to come before the law as equals.  

I thank everyone who has worked to ensure equality for every citizen of our Commonwealth.  I know that you will continue to stand for that, and let Massachusetts serve as a national model of freedom and progress.

NO VOTE

I think it is clear that the people of Massachusetts have moved past this question.  

In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, all of our citizens share the same rights and responsibilities without regard to skin color, religion, disability, or sexual orientation.  Our justice is not conditional.  On the decision to marry or anything else, people must be able to come before the law as equals.  

I and so many others are eager to work on bringing health care to everyone in our Commonwealth, creating a world-class system of public education, getting guns and gang violence out of our neighborhoods, and giving our homeowners real property tax relief.
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