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Thank you for having me today and for allowing me to make the case for Massachusetts.  We have a lot in common with Canada, and I am here because I know that strengthening our ties will lead to mutual economic growth – especially in the innovation industries where we share our strengths and that many of you here today represent. 

Fostering our innovation economy in Massachusetts is central to growth strategy.   Massachusetts is a hub of innovation because we are home to some of the world’s top research centers, which draw leading talent from all across the globe.  Those bright minds study, live and start companies together and inspire others to do the same. 

Massachusetts has been known for centuries for the innovative and entrepreneurial spirit of its workforce and business community.  Our residents developed the first practical telephone, the first subway system, the first computer, the sports of basketball and volleyball, and founded the first public elementary school. 

Nearly 40% of our total employment is within the innovation economy.  We are #2 in the nation in high-tech job growth and nearly 7% of our GDP comes from research and development.  

Our entrepreneurial infrastructure of business incubators and business acceleration competitions make Massachusetts an innovation destination.  Established global companies from Google to Siemens have Massachusetts- based offices and new companies are emerging every year.

In Massachusetts, we know that we must prepare our workers for the jobs of the 21st century economy.  That includes the manufacturing industry – a longtime cornerstone of our Commonwealth’s economy. 

That’s why we have launched a campaign we call “Amp it up!”  to promote careers in advanced manufacturing to young people and their parents, teachers and guidance counselors.  Vocational and technical schools are helping to develop a future manufacturing workforce, and community colleges are getting into the game as well.  This past February, I visited the Precision Manufacturing Training Program at Springfield Technical Community College, where the students were learning how to properly code a machine tool using a computer numerical control programming code.  This is not your father’s factory!

But because of our work, we are making more of the things we invent and now manufacturing is making a comeback.  In fact, precision or advanced manufacturing is in the midst of a quiet renaissance.  Massachusetts companies are transforming from the traditional image of mass-manufacturing to a new industry built with innovative technology, custom design, high quality, and international competitiveness.

Massachusetts is home to over 7,500 manufacturing companies and over 255,000 workers.  The average wage is $75,000 a year.  These jobs are good for our workers and for our economy.  We get that. 


Supporting our advanced manufacturing industry is a critical part of our growth strategy my administration is committed to doing everything we can to support advanced manufacturing in Massachusetts.  But we cannot do it alone.  Industry cannot do it alone.  The universities and community colleges cannot do it alone either.  But working together, we can get it done.  That’s a reason why we are here, because I know everyone in this room understands that. 

This trip is about capitalizing on our strengths in these areas, and more. 

We have worked hard to strengthen our global relationships and partnerships because we know, if we are to remain competitive in our 21st century global economy, we must fight for every job in every corner of the Commonwealth and the world. 

I have traveled to China, Israel, Great Britain, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ireland, and am spending a few busy and productive days in Canada, because we know that if we want to maintain our edge in the innovation economy sectors where we lead the world, we must position ourselves for success in both established and emerging markets. 

We are already seeing these missions come to fruition.  We have welcomed UK based companies and Israeli Biotech firms to Massachusetts.  We have signed MOU’s that are allowing us to collaborate in clean energy, life sciences biotech and education sectors with both emerging and established markets. 

None of this is by accident.  It’s the result of a clear strategy for long-term growth and disciplined execution -- even during a global economic collapse.  

I have spent most of my career in the private sector.  One of the things that worried me most about the companies I worked in or with was the overemphasis on managing for the next quarter, on getting short-term results sometimes at the expense of the firm’s long-term interests.  That behavior has crept into the way we govern in America, where we govern for the next election cycle, or the next news cycle, instead of for the next generation.

We are in Canada because we are pursuing a different approach, emphasizing the things we could and should tackle together that would leave a meaningful and lasting improvement in the strength of our Commonwealth.  We are here, even knowing fully well that many of the deliverables from this trip will not be entirely realized until after my time as governor.  Yet, we know we must make the choices now and the investments now, that shape our future.  

  Thank you for having me today, and I look forward to working together.   
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