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Thank you very much.  

This is not about policy alone.  It’s about people.  It’s about what kind of Commonwealth we are and want to be.  

I met a young woman a couple of years ago who described to me how, I think just about 29 years old, with no health insurance she discovered a lump on her breast.  She was able to get insurance because of brand new programs put in place by the then new Connector.  And she got access to an affordable, high quality physician who helped her deal with breast cancer.  She is alive today because of health care reform.  

I am proud of health care reform.  I am proud that we are a kind of Commonwealth that values health as a public good.  And I am so proud of all of you who came together to make this a reality.  You know I tell the story all over the country when I’m given the opportunity that it’s not just the outcomes, it’s the methods, the process that was used to accomplish this extraordinary result.  That a Republican governor working with the Democratic legislature, working with the business community, working with organized labor, working with patients’ advocates and those in the medical industry, working with economists, sorted out how not to be trapped by the usual two choices between a perfect solution and no solution at all.  But instead said, “Let’s try something.  Let’s move.”  Because we do value health as a public good and we do have an opportunity to come together and reach people we are leaving behind.  And it makes me proud that 98 plus percent - you said 98%, it’s actually more than 98%, it’s 98.4% - of our residents of health insurance today, 99.8% of children No other state in America can even touch that.  

And you did that.  You stuck with it.  You envisioned it and you reached for it.  Because you understand that we are all in this together.  And that it is above all a statement of who we are as a Commonwealth.  

Now the next big challenge, a challenge that faces the whole country, it’s not unique to Massachusetts, it’s not even particularly aggregate in Massachusetts, and that is, “How do we contain costs?” And just as we have been a model for the whole nation on how to expand coverage to everybody I believe it will be here, by people reaching across all the kinds of differences, we will show how to crack the code on costs.  And I look forward to working with all of you on this - those who stand with me here and those of you here and those you represent to create that new triumph to our Commonwealth as well.  
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