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Governor Deval L. Patrick 
GLAD’s Spirit of Justice Dinner Honoring Former SJC Chief Justice Margaret Marshall
Monday, September 16, 2013
(to be recorded)


Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I wanted to offer a brief word of support to GLAD and congratulations to former Chief Justice Margaret Marshall. 

Tonight, you join together not only to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the historic Goodridge decision, but to celebrate Chief Justice Margaret Marshall and the lasting impact she has had on the law, as well as the spirit, of the Commonwealth.  

The Goodridge case made marriage available to all in our Commonwealth.  In a sense, it affirmed an ancient American principle – that people come before their government as equals.  Today in Massachusetts, gays and lesbians, like blacks and whites starting a generation ago, get to be ordinary.   

The determination, tenacity, passion and compassion of GLAD, working alongside many other groups, has made marriage equality the law of the land now in 11 other states and D.C.  If you keep on pushing, I’m confident we can say that about the entire country before too long.  

Chief Justice Marshall, because of your clarity of vision and you courage, thousands and thousands of good people, contributing members of our society, are able to make free decisions about their personal choices.  And we all thank you for that. 

Enjoy your evening.  




