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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  The United States Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Banks have launched a national campaign to encourage people to use direct deposit or the Direct Express prepaid debit card for the receipt of Social Security and other federal benefits; and 
W

hereas Electronic payments are safer, easier and more convenient than paper checks and save taxpayers money; and 
W

hereas Treasury issued 70,000 checks in 2008 that fell prey to endorsement forgeries, totaling more than $64,000,000; and 
W

hereas When there’s a problem with a Social Security payment, nine times out of 10 it’s with a paper check; and 
W

hereas More than 231,000 Social Security and SSI income checks are issued in Massachusetts each month, which if converted to electronic payments, would save taxpayers more than $2.4 million annually; and 
W

hereas Electronic payments are more secure, reliable and cost effective than paper checks because they help protect against identity theft and fraud, provide easier access to funds during emergencies and natural disasters, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 2009, to be
Go Direct Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of February, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
