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· Thanksgiving is a special moment every year.  It’s a time for us to come together and acknowledge and share the many blessings we have with the people that we love.

· As we give thanks for our own good fortune, we should also take this time to remember those who don’t have a family or community to be with or help them out.  

· Every night in this country, around 1 million people chose between sleeping in a shelter or on the street.  Just last week the Alliance to End Homelessness determined that 1 out of every 4 homeless people on the street is a veteran of our armed services, a number that is bound to rise as more of our service men and women return from Iraq and Afghanistan.

· As we count our own blessings, we should take the chance to think about how we extend those blessings to people in our community.  Take the chance to think about our stake in lifting up people who need our help the most.  So many of the people with us today understand that:  Mayor Menino, who has worked diligently to combat homelessness in Boston, our legislative partners [LA to provide attendees], and, most especially, the wonderful staff and volunteers of the Boston Rescue Mission.    
· Today I’m proud to stand with all of them in those efforts.  I will be signing Executive Order ??? reconstituting the Massachusetts Interagency Council on Homelessness and Housing.

· The 11-member Council, made up of the Lieutenant Governor, a number of our Cabinet Secretaries, and other officials from the executive branch, will undertake a complete review of how we meet the housing, health care, and other needs of citizens who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  We will be looking at existing programs and policies, and consulting with individuals or groups who have specific expertise to think about innovative new approaches as well.

· They will then make recommendations on legislation and programs, improvements to current strategies, and suggested partnerships to help us tackle this enormous and important issue.

· As the weather turns colder and we begin to think about the holidays, I hope that everyone will consider how they might lend a hand and make a contribution to their community.
· Whether it’s donating an extra blanket or jacket, toys for holiday gifts, unopened canned goods, or simply giving a few hours to a food bank or shelter, I know that each and every one of us can find a way to make the holiday season a special time for everyone in the Commonwealth.  Thank you all very much.
