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Hi, I’m Governor Deval Patrick and I’m sorry I can’t be with 

you all this evening.

But I do want to welcome you all to Massachusetts.

I am also like to welcome and congratulate the distinguished 

recipient of this year’s ABA Medal, General Earl E. 

Anderson.  Thank you for your leadership in the ABA and your 

service to the Country, General.
As you may know, I am also trained as a lawyer and 

practiced all sorts of law from business litigation to civil rights.  I 

was honored to serve as head of the Civil Rights Division in the 

Clinton Administration and as general counsel to two Fortune 

50.  And as Governor of Massachusetts, whether through policy 

work or the appointment of judges, I have continued to appreciate 

and to bear in mind the importance of high-integrity judicial 

system.  Sometimes people ask me why? It’s not just because I’m 

a lawyer.  It’s because I’m a patriot.


America, unlike any other Nation on earth, is organized 

around civic ideals.  Not religion or race, not language or 

geography, like other countries, but transcendent statements of 

civic purpose.  And we have defined those ideals, over time and 

through struggle, as freedom, equality and fair play.  That’s what 

America has been about for more people, for a longer time, than 

any other Nation in human history.  



Opportunity is what makes all our other civic ideals 

possible.  Without opportunity, our civic ideals are nothing but 

rhetorical flourishes.  But opportunity is not inevitable; it doesn’t 

just happen. Opportunity requires a reliable and accessible justice 

system “of laws, not of men” – to coin a phrase.

I commend the members of the ABA for your tireless work to 

advance the engagement and professional development of all 

lawyers.  Keep it up.  Because while we have seen incredible 

progress over the decades, there are still Americans without hope 

and a fair shot.  And who need a justice system they can turn to. 

Welcome to Massachusetts.  Have a wonderful evening.
