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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas According to the Regional Center for Poison Control and Prevention, poisonings are the leading cause of injury-related fatalities among Massachusetts residents, resulting in two to three times the number of motor vehicle occupant deaths in 2005, a 50% increase since 1999; and 
W

hereas Since 1955, the Regional Center for Poison Control and Prevention has been treating and preventing poisonings among Massachusetts residents. All people residing in the state have 24-hour access to free and confidential advice from poison specialists at the Center by calling 1-800-222-1222; and 
W

hereas In 2008, the Regional Poison Center responded to more than 61,978 poison exposure and general information calls; and 
W

hereas The Regional Poison Center managed over 76% of the 39,000 poison exposure calls on-site, preventing unnecessary visits to the emergency department by children, adults, and seniors, thus reducing the time, costs and resources associated with emergency room visits across the state; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Regional Poison Center hope to prevent poisonings across Massachusetts by increasing understanding of poison center services and by educating residents on how to prevent poisonous exposures related to household products, prescription and over-the-counter medications, chemicals and other toxins, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 15th – 21st, 2009, to be
Poison Prevention Week   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this eleventh day of March, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
