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In Massachusetts today, the freedom to marry is secure. 
Today’s vote was not just a victory for marriage equality.  It was a victory for equality itself.  Because whenever we affirm the equality of anyone, we affirm the equality of everyone. 
We owe today’s vote to the strong and steady leadership of the Senate President, Terry Murray.  We owe today’s vote to the energy and the engagement and the persuasive talents of the Speaker of the House.  And we owe today’s vote to the willingness to partner and to demonstrate to the whole Commonwealth and the country that this question transcends party politics. 
I know that every vote cast against advancing this question was cast by those who struggled with their decision, people of conscience, people who thought hard frankly, on both sides of this question and who weighed the merits, the arguments made, the politics, who prayed to the same God for guidance and intervention that others on other sides of the question prayed to.  They showed an act of political courage, and for that I am deeply admiring and grateful to all of you. 
I want to say to everyone who shares in this victory with us: celebrate, but don’t gloat.  For two reasons: one is that this liberty is secured today.  But as someone once wrote and said, “the price of liberty is constant vigilance.” And it will take our constant vigilance to assure this liberty and others yet to be gained. 
The other point though, is that the folks on the other side of this question are still our brothers and our sisters. We need them tomorrow, and the next day, and the day after that, if we are together going to confront and solve the challenges facing us economically, or in public schools, or in broken roads and bridges, and a health care system that we are trying to reinvent, and a whole list of other issues on which we must come together. 
The good news, the good news beyond the merits of today’s vote is that we have put this question to rest so that the healing can begin and we can move onto those other issues.
