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Good afternoon.  Thank you, Myra for that wonderful introduction.  Thank you President Ze’ev, Chairman Charney, Geoffrey Lewis, Barry Shrage, ladies and gentlemen.  Thank you for coming to the State House this afternoon.    


I am enormously humbled to be receiving this degree today.  The list of distinguished recipients who came before me is enough to give any one pause.  When I consider their accomplishments -- from Boutrous Boutrous-Ghali to Elie Wiesel and Tony Blair -- the work they have done in their lives and the light they have shed into some of the darkest corners of our world, I confess that I wonder if my name belongs on that same list.  It is also a bit surprising when I believe that so much of my life’s work still lies ahead of me, not behind.  Perhaps I am simply reluctant to admit that I am getting older, though my recent surgery and this cane are proof enough that Father Time has not left me unscathed.  

An honorary degree like this one leads me to reflect back on the journey that has led me here.  It is an opportunity to reflect on all the sacrifices other people made so that I might unlock one more door of opportunity.  I am profoundly grateful to my family and to the many mentors I have had along the way.  No one gets to a moment like this alone.  

I have been especially blessed throughout my life by extraordinary teachers.  It was a teacher on the South Side of Chicago who saw something and encouraged me to apply for a scholarship that eventually landed me at a private school just outside Boston.  It was teachers at that school and the professors in college and law school after who stoked the fires of curiosity and showed me how to be a lifelong learner.  
But more than anything, they showed me that a true education can never come from just books.  As important as our academic pursuits are, if we fail to consider simultaneously our place in the larger society around us, if we don’t work to be members of our community as a complement to our intellectual explorations, we ultimately miss out on the full richness and possibility surrounding us.  That sentiment shines brightly at the University of Haifa, and it is that commitment to a more robust and complete understanding of our common humanity that makes this honor so special to me.  
By stressing the importance of community service at the University, you help the leaders of tomorrow bridge the artificial chasms of intolerance and instead shift the focus to what we are capable of when we work together as opposed to against one another.  Arabs and Jews finding common ground on the time honored quest for knowledge.  A sense of mutual respect and admiration, trumping those who believe that being loudest means being right.  If we continue to work on that formula, to keep our commitment to our shared values and ideals, there is nothing we cannot do. 
That spirit is thriving at the University and beyond.  I know that this Commonwealth and the great state of Israel have so much in common.  Originally, as many of you know, we were slated to visit you in Israel as an important stop on a trade mission we had planned.  It is a natural partnership.  Both Israel and Massachusetts are pioneers in the innovation economy, making the investments today that will drive us forward tomorrow.  
Unfortunately, the economic collapse required that we shelve those plans until the fiscal situation rebounds.  I continue to look forward to the day when we can see first hand the many ties that bind us.  But even from here I know that we are working together to help build a more prosperous future.  
In Massachusetts, despite unprecedented economic challenges, we have made the long-term investments in tomorrow’s economic possibility.  By committing to the clean energy, life sciences, health care, IT and education sectors, we are laying the foundation for growth.  At the University, those same priorities are on display.  IBM has built its largest research facility outside of the United States right on campus.  The University boasts a proud tradition of graduating future teachers.  
More broadly, in Israel and in Massachusetts, there is a focus on clean energy that is helping to generate economic opportunity today while preserving and healing our planet for tomorrow.  There is intense investment in new life sciences technologies that will create 21st century jobs, unlock long sought after cures and alleviate human suffering.  And there is always the great friendship between our two countries that helps us to look always forward to the better days we know are ahead.  These are instances of how we can work in unison to offer new, pragmatic solutions to some old and entrenched problems.  

Of course, we will need to lean on each other more in the years ahead.  The list of challenges confronting us is long and complex.  There will be some who will peddle false choices and prod us with fear.  But you and I both know that is a road to nowhere.  If we are serious about overcoming the obstacles in our path, our first job is to commit to expanding opportunity into every corner of every community we can.  When we start from a foundation of equality, social justice and religious freedom, we bring the promise of a safe, peaceful and prosperous tomorrow within our grasp.  Building a platform of understanding requires vigilance, hard work and above all patience, but both Israel and Massachusetts have seen that approach work too many times to think it won’t work again.
The belief that we are all equal is not the property of any country or any one person.  It is, rather, a jumping off point for some of humanity’s most remarkable achievements.  And it is a source of strength and optimism for me.  I learned it from my grandmother, with whom I lived when I was growing up on the South Side of Chicago.     She used to always say to never describe yourself as poor.  Say you’re broke, because broke is temporary.  And in the face of Jim Crow and all the limitations society placed on women at that time, she knew how to look up and out, she knew how to look past right now and to hope for a better tomorrow and work for it.  And that I believe is essential for what we must be about.     
  Thank you so much for this honor and for being here today.  
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