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Good morning and welcome to Boston.  We are excited to have you all here to collaborate and discuss one of the many exciting initiatives in health care today, e-prescribing.
I want to take a minute to thank Secretary Leavitt and Kerry Weems from CMS for being here and for their partnership and hard work over the past few months.  As many of you know, Massachusetts recently reached an agreement with the Bush administration on the terms of a new three-year Medicaid waiver to support health care reform in Massachusetts.  Under this agreement, Massachusetts will receive $21.2 billion in spending authority for health care reform, through fiscal year 2011; an increase of $4.3 billion over what the State was authorized to spend during the previous three years.  It is, simply, a remarkable example of the federal government and the Commonwealth working together to find common ground and help Massachusetts fulfill its obligations so that our objective of bringing quality, affordable accessible health care to every man, woman and child in the Bay State can continue as envisioned.  So, Secretary Leavitt and Kerry, thank you.  We are grateful.
The agreement on that Medicaid waiver is evidence that health care reform, while often an elusive animal, is a worthwhile pursuit, full of both expected and surprising challenges.  Here in Massachusetts, we have a reputation as a world leader in health care technology and an incubator for new ideas that bring about fundamental changes in how we implement and administer health care programs and manage costs.  But sometimes ideas and theories are not enough and we need to tackle the nuts and bolts and hard work of making a vision into reality.  The path to lasting health care reform in front of us is not without obstacles and difficulties, but we have made a collective choice in this Commonwealth to pursue that path so that our health care future can shine for all our citizens.  E-prescribing is a perfect example of that future coming to life before our eyes.  
I am proud of the Bay State’s leadership role on this issue.  In 2007, Massachusetts wrote more than four million--almost 14%--of its prescriptions electronically, the highest rate in the nation, almost six times the national average.  Those numbers will surely continue to grow because e-prescribing is a tool that enhances health care quality by reducing errors and allowing your medical prescription history to travel with you.  

In time, as we get closer to every pharmacy having access to the same data bank, the benefits of this safer system will be clear.  Already, doctors and pharmacists are finding a reduced need to memorize every possible harmful drug combination as the data network cross-references prescription drugs, preventing unnecessary medical emergencies and fatalities.
Furthermore, e-prescribing programs allow medical personnel immediate and clear access to a patient’s prescription history in urgent situations.  One of our programs, MassHealth, participated in the MedsInfo pilot project demonstrating the value of providing Emergency Room physicians with real time access to drug histories at the point of care.  Think about being in an emergency situation.  It makes sense that a doctor would be able to look up your prescription history--whether you are in your hometown or thousands of miles away--when there might not be any other way of her knowing about the different drug risks you may have.  E-prescribing can play a key role for both the doctor and patient.
In addition to these incredibly important safety considerations, e-prescribing also helps cost control: a key component of successful health care reform.  As the cradle for the bold experiment in American health care today, Massachusetts needs to make sure that we take prudent steps to contain and reduce costs and unearth every efficiency we can to maximize the benefit of our health care reform programs.  E-prescribing is a cost-saving measure that has a public safety bottom line as well as a financial bottom line and I am enthusiastic about its role in health care both here and in your home states as well.   
Now, we acknowledge that it needs to be implemented with a patient’s safety and respect for personal privacy at its core, but if we continue to address those concerns and deliver a safer, faster, more reliable and cheaper benefit to huge swaths of the health care industry, I believe e-prescribing may just be the death knell for jokes about doctor’s handwriting as we move prescribing away from antiquated methods and in line with 21st century technological advances.  It is a future I am looking forward to, and one I am glad so many of you are passionate about.  Again, welcome to Massachusetts.  Good luck and keep up the good work.  
It’s now my pleasure to introduce Acting Administrator of CMS Kerry Weems.
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