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Good morning and thank you, Secretary Malone, for that introduction. 
I also want to acknowledge and thank Executive Director Tom Scott, who continues to lead this important association so very well and Barnstable Superintendent Mary Czajkowski (SAJ-KOW-SKI) for her partnership and leadership.
Finally, let me thank the Mashpee Public Schools for hosting us here today.
Nearly eight years ago, when I was elected Governor, I knew we had monumental tasks before us to accomplish.  I also knew that it wouldn’t be an easy road to travel.  I knew I wouldn’t be able to do it by myself.  And as I stand before you today, I know that your collaboration and partnership with me and my Administration has been a critical factor in carrying out our ambitious education agenda. 
I also know that we are reaching – and in many cases - exceeding our goals. 
Today, we are number one in the Nation in student achievement, we are making continued progress towards closing persistent achievement gaps, we have more innovative education models in our school districts and communities than ever, our community colleges are a coordinated system for workforce development and our public college and universities are supported and well-funded. 
Last week, the Education Week Research Center released its annual “Quality Counts” report, which ranked Massachusetts first in the Nation in K-12 education achievement.

In almost every category, the Bay State beats the national average: More than 60 percent of Massachusetts children have a parent with a post-secondary degree, 14 points higher than average, and nearly 60 percent of 3- and 4-year-olds are enrolled in preschool, more than 10 points above the national average.
Not surprisingly, nearly half of Massachusetts fourth-graders are proficient on National Assessment of Educational Progress reading tests, and more than 54 percent of eighth-graders get proficient scores on NAEP math tests — both the highest rates in the country.
We did not arrive at this place by accident or without a lot of hard work on all of our parts.  
In 2010, I signed comprehensive Achievement Gap legislation to overhaul our education system – the first in nearly 20 years.  That bill gave us a number of policy and practical tools to reach the young people whom, despite our overall successes, we had been leaving behind.  Too often those students are poor, or they are black or brown, or they are disabled or have special needs, or they speak English as a second language.  The Achievement Gap Act was a values statement: it proclaimed the simple truth that the kids we were leaving behind are our kids, too, and that we would not accept subpar results for any of our kids.     
When we started, 34 schools were identified as Level 4 or underperforming.   Last fall, 13 of those schools exited Level 4 status – five of those schools are now designated as Level 1 schools.  
The Achievement Gap Act also allowed for the creation of Innovation Schools.  These in-district schools are giving you the opportunity and freedom as educators to use techniques that we know have an impact on student achievement.   Today, there are 52 of these schools all across the Commonwealth.  
Last week I signed the Fiscal Year 2015 budget, my eighth and final budget.  It is a budget that enables us to continue our successful strategy of investing in education, innovation and infrastructure to create jobs and expand opportunity.
For the eighth straight year, we are funding the public schools through the chapter 70 formula at record levels.  Support for primary and secondary education in this line item alone is up 26 percent since I took office, which reflects the shared view of the administration, the Legislature and each one of you, that nothing is more important than strengthening our schools.
This budget will allow you to provide more free Pre-Kindergarten access in your districts.  For the first time you will be able to count all of your Pre-K students toward your Chapter 70 calculation when the programs are offered free to families.  And for those of you who don’t currently have these programs in place we have invested $1 million to establish a first-ever grant program that will allow you to create new voluntary Pre-K programs in your schools.

This budget moves an additional 1,700 children off the waitlist and into high-quality early education opportunities, which we know to be critical for future academic and economic success.
And once again we significantly increase support for public universities and community colleges – another step in promoting our future growth and prosperity.  
Through this budget, we are establishing a STEM teacher Corps – a first-of-its-kind initiative that will support and recognize the best Science, Technology, Engineering and Math teachers we have here and build the next generation of high-quality STEM teachers for the Commonwealth. With private partners we will develop a program that will mentor current and prospective STEM educators so that their numbers grows and practice is strengthened. 
We are also expanding our Inclusive Concurrent Enrollment program so that more of your students with Intellectual Disabilities can access their dream of stepping foot on a college campus. These students make our college campuses stronger and more diverse, and by the end of this year they will be able to choose from 12 different public colleges and universities. 
This budget is an accomplishment we all had a hand in, and we can all be proud of.  But that we are far from finished. 
For us to accomplish what remains, we have to consider the realities of the world in which we live.  
We have seen too often acts of violence in schools across the Nation. We all have a responsibility to ensure the safety and well-being of our students, and work together to prevent these types of incidents.
In that spirit, I am very pleased to announce the report of the Task Force on School Safety and Security, which I created through an Executive Order in January of this year. 
Many of the members of the Task Force are here with us today.  They were led in this work by Secretary of Education Matt Malone, Secretary of Health and Human Services John Polanowicz and Secretary of Public Safety and Security Andrea Cabral.   I’d like to take a moment to thank them for their work on this important issue. 
In the report is a resource guide that was created by educators, law enforcement, mental health professionals and others, designed to help teachers and school administrators enhance the safety and security at your schools.  Of the nearly 30 recommendations presented by the Task Force there are areas for us all to take action on. 
We are establishing a state-level technical assistance team that will be appointed jointly by the Secretaries of Education, Health and Human Services and Public Safety.  These volunteers will represent a broad range of experts who – at the request of school districts – will work with you to see where there is room for safety and security improvements in your district. 
We are also creating a “one-stop shopping” webpage with resources on school safety and security available to you on the Executive Office of Education Website.  This is a living/breathing resource that we will be looking for your suggestions to make stronger and richer. 
And in the coming months, we will announce a grant program that school districts will be able to apply for, and if awarded, use to enhance school safety and security at your schools. 
The people in this room, all of us, are in a position to provide an opportunity to every child in Massachusetts, indeed, a chance to ensure their successful academic and economic futures.
I know we are far from finished. So let’s keep working.  Thank you. 
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