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--Draft--

· Thank you all for coming here this morning.  As you know, this is the 45th year that the Rotary Club of Boston has hosted the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast, and I’m so happy to be here.  This event brings together individuals from our state’s business, political, professional and religious leadership to seek guidance and renew our commitment to the issues facing our communities— issues like education, and health care, and support for the men and women who wear our police uniforms every day.
· These are the issues that matter in Massachusetts today, and the Rotary Club of Boston has been working hard to address them for nearly 100 years.  Through a long tradition of civic engagement, this organization has contributed millions of dollars and countless hours of service to the charities and programs on which the success of our Commonwealth is built.  With its tireless work fighting Massachusetts’ most important battles, it has become a fantastic example of the stake we all have in the outcome of our communities, and especially in the young people who will become our foundation.  
· This year, the Club has again chosen to remind us of that stake by donating the proceeds from this morning’s event to Year Up Boston.  Since 2001, Year Up has combined critical skill development with apprenticeships and college credit to help keep young people in Boston on the path to a brighter future.  And as we know, that path is far from easy…
· Growing up on the South Side of Chicago, we didn’t have much.  I remember just how hard it could be to persevere in the face of menacing adversity.  Every day, I confronted the cycles of violence and poverty so endemic in my neighborhood.  And when I first arrived in Massachusetts more than 30 years ago, I learned those cycles weren’t unique to Chicago.
· In fact, the problems we face in Massachusetts are much the same.  Every day in our state, young people face growing threats from drugs and violence in their communities.  They go too long without doctor’s visits because health care costs have outpaced their parents’ income.  The schools that should be their safe havens have lost too much funding to properly serve them, and the teachers who want so badly to guide them are trapped by the weight of low salaries and growing class sizes.  
· It has been nearly 2000 years since the Apostle Paul urged us to “run the race that we might win the prize.”  But friends, I don’t think even he could have imagined the kind of uphill race our kids are running today.  We have got to do better.
· Martin Luther King taught us that “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” but today the spirit of injustice remains stubbornly entrenched in our society at the most basic levels.  Together, we can and must renew our determination to root it out where we find it by starving the cycles of violence and poverty on which it feeds and restoring a fair chance to every child in our Commonwealth.
· But it will take much more than money for new programs or police on the streets.  The push of law is essential, and we cannot neglect it, but we must also awaken the pull of grace.  Across Massachusetts, we must encourage citizens not only to ask what they ought to do, but to decide for themselves what they shall do.  Because the truth is that we will transform our communities one person at a time.  We will encourage and foster safety neighborhood by neighborhood.  From the corner office to the corner of the block, we must join together to take responsibility for our Commonwealth.  We must say together that we will no longer allow any child to become trapped in a life without hope or future.  And we must unite around a shared commitment to each be part of the solution.
· The challenges that confront us today are great.  But let us remember that checked-in, civically engaged people have always made a difference as the conscience of this Commonwealth.  From William Lloyd Garrison to Susan B. Anthony, some of our nation’s greatest change-makers have come from Massachusetts.
· And the trend is not just historic.  Some of our state’s leading social advocates are men and women sitting right here in this room.  Rev. Ray Hammond has been a leading local voice on important issues—like the violence that confronts our youth in urban areas and, looking outside our state, the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan.  Rev. Hammond, I want to thank you.  

· Gail Snowden is also here this morning from the Boston Foundation.  This year, that foundation has given more than 23 million dollars in grants to fund new initiatives in things like education and healthcare.  Gail, I know you’re retiring soon, and I want to say thank you for your work.
· And I know that each of you is making significant contributions in your community, and I want to thank you for your critical commitment to the future of this Commonwealth.
· Friends, there are some real contributors here this morning.  Look around and you’ll see them.  As we gather together to fellowship and to pray, let’s seek encouragement from God and from one another.  
· Let’s also remember that we don’t stake our hope today on the authority of our politics or ideals, but on our faith in the goodness of a God who commands us in the book of Deuteronomy to “Follow justice and justice alone…!” (16:20)   Today, I pray we heed that command and I trust God to meet us on the way.
· Friends, they call us “people of faith.”  Now let us also show them that we are people of deeds.  God bless you all, and thank you very much.
