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Good afternoon and thank you.  I am proud to be here today to celebrate the groundbreaking of the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts Center for Science and Innovation.  I’d like to acknowledge everyone involved in this project – MCLA, my Administration, members of the legislature – thank you for daring to dream big. 

Today’s groundbreaking is a testament to the Patrick-Murray Administration’s growth strategy – because we are focused on investing in education, innovation, and infrastructure.

Education first and foremost because it’s our calling card around the world.  We don’t have reserves of oil, or gas or coal or corn as is the case out in Iowa for example.  What we have here is a concentration of brainpower thanks to an unusual number of really high quality universities and colleges and research institutions, MCLA being one of them.  So we have emphasized education right from pre-K up through higher ed.  We’ve invested in our public schools at the highest level in the history of the Commonwealth in the last few years even when the bottom was falling out of everything else.  So education, first and foremost.
Innovation.  Our concentration of brainpower, research institutions and venture capital, our well-educated work force, our entrepreneurial traditions make us uniquely suited to those industries that rely on those “natural resources”: biotech and the life sciences, clean energy and IT.  We have invested in the innovators here right now and laid the groundwork for those who want to join us.  Intellectual power – brain power – is the edge.  It’s what makes us fundamentally distinct from 49 other states in this country.  
That’s why we have invested in science centers like this one, to prepare our students for the jobs that haven’t even been invented yet.   Through research and discovery-based learning, these facilities will serve as a community resource for biology, environmental science, chemistry, physics, psychology and the Berkshire Environmental Resource Center.  The Center for Science and Innovation will be a destination for learning for students across the Commonwealth and beyond.
So education first, innovation and then infrastructure.  Now infrastructure is the unglamorous work of government, but it supports everything else.  Roads, rails, bridge projects.  Broadband expansion.  Public and affordable housing.  Public colleges and universities.  
That’s what the higher education bond bill is about, a historic ten year, $2.2 billion commitment to invest in our college campuses.  We continue to increase our capital investment in higher education and by 2013, higher education investments will represent 14% of the total bond-cap funded capital budget, compared to just 3% in 2007.   By 2013, 18 different projects will be completed or in construction at public colleges and universities across the state.  
These kinds of investments create jobs right now and serve as a platform for student learning and innovation now and into the future.  

And because of our investment strategy, we’re getting results.  Our unemployment rate is well below the national average, and trending down.  We are sixth place in the CNBC poll for best places to do business in the nation.  Now I don’t like saying sixth.  It’s hard to say.  First is easier to say.  So that’s where we are going.  I’m glad for the progress we’re making.  Meanwhile, our budgets have been consistently responsible, balanced, and on time, which is not something many other states can say today.  And our bond rating, because of that intentional and successful fiscal management, was recently upgraded by Standard and Poor’s to AA+.  That’s our highest combined rating in the state’s history.

So that is our strategy.  Those are the results we are getting.  Today’s groundbreaking shows us that our growth strategy is working - we will continue to invest in education, innovation, and infrastructure.  And together, we will continue to uphold our generational responsibility - that old fashioned idea that we must leave things better for the generation to come.  Through targeted investments and partnerships between state and local government and the private sector, Massachusetts will win the future.  
I congratulate MCLA on your expansion and I look forward to visiting the new Center for Science and Innovation.  Thank you. 
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