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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas The Massachusetts Disabled Persons Protection Commission was established by an act of the Legislature on December 24, 1986, becoming effective on April 24, 1987, to provide for the investigation and remediation of instances of abuse of persons with disabilities in the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas The Disabled Persons Protection Commission, through its twenty-four hour Hotline, has processed over seventy thousand complaints of abuse or mistreatment of persons with disabilities; and
W

hereas The Disabled Persons Protection Commission,  with the assistance of the Department of Mental Retardation, the Department of Mental Health and the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, conducts independent investigations of allegations of abuse of persons with disabilities and insures the provision of Protective Services to persons with disabilities who are the victims of abuse; and
W

hereas The Disabled Persons Protection Commission through its legal unit with the assistance of the Department of Retardation and the Department of Mental Health utilizes the Court System to insure  the safety and well-being of persons with disabilities who are the victims of abuse; and 

W

hereas Since the inception of the Massachusetts State Police Detective Unit within the Disabled Persons Protection Commission in 1999 and the establishment of the Building Partnerships for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities initiative, the Disabled Persons Protection has facilitated thousands of criminal investigations of cases of abuse of persons with disabilities thereby insuring that persons with disabilities have equal access to the criminal justice system, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 2007,  to be
Disabled Persons Protection 
Commission Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

