Governor Deval L. Patrick

Anti-Bullying Bill Signing

State House, Boston, MA

May 3, 2010

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (TBD)


Thank you all for joining us today.


For years now, parents, educators, advocates and, most importantly, students across Massachusetts have talked about this issue, and demanded action.  Their wait is over.  Today, I sign into law a strong, sound bill to stop bullying in Massachusetts schools. 

The two recent tragedies only served to painfully underscore the need for new protections and policies.  As wonderful as our schools and teachers and students are, we know that these issues affect our children at their most vulnerable moments; times when the pressures of peers and the insecurities of childhood and adolescence are most acute.
Within this bill are contained a whole host of measures and new tools to empower students and make schools safer across the Commonwealth.   It implements new expectations for instruction and rules for prevention, including the first-ever cyber-bullying rules.  It mandates reporting, requires districts to develop policies and strategies for preventing and addressing instances of bullying.  It establishes new lines of communication among education, public health and public safety officials.  It finally gives cities and towns the ability to address these issues as a community, pulling together resources and collaborating on solutions.

And ultimately, it sends a message to every district, every school, and every classroom in this Commonwealth that every child deserves a school environment free from harassment and abuse.


Reaching this moment required the dedication and collaboration of many stakeholders, both in this building and outside it.


First of all, I want to acknowledge the unanimous action of the Legislature, and particular leadership of Senator O’Leary, Representative Walz, Speaker DeLeo and Senate President Murray.  Thank you for making this legislation a priority.


Thanks also to Attorney General Martha Coakley, and the many DAs and others in law enforcement who have drawn attention to the seriousness of this issue and demonstrated how seriously they take it.  
I want to thank the coalition of organizations and leaders who came together and worked together to make this bill a reality: 
· Elizabeth Englander and the Massachusetts Aggression Reduction Center;
· Derrek Shulman;
· Robert Trestan;
· Michael Sheetz;
· Esta Epstein, and the Anti-Defamation League of New England;

· Mass Equality; 
· the Mass Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus;

· the Mass Teachers Association; 

· the School Committees and Superintendents and others.

And I especially want to thank the students.  This is your bill – you made this happen.  To the students I’ve met around the state who have spoken with me about this issue; to the 28 amazing members of my Statewide Youth Council, who held hearings on this issue and championed this legislation – I am so very proud of all you and grateful for the compassionate and effective leadership you have shown.

I do want to end, though, with a reminder that, no matter what we do here, adults still must be adults, and parents must still be parents.  When we’re at the dinner table at night, we need to ask what happened at school that day.  When we hear about something, we need to call the other parents and let them know.  We need to act like the community that we are.  This legislation is important.  But it is no substitute for each of us showing each child we encounter the care, encouragement and positive expectations that they need and deserve.
Bullying is not a ‘normal’ piece of childhood.  Emotional and physical abuse is more than ‘kids being kids.’  And all of us must both model the behavior we want to see and address incidents immediately.

Today marks the beginning of a new era of bullying prevention and, we hope, will serve as a national model of responsibility.  I am proud to be here to celebrate this milestone with you.

Thank you all for joining us.
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