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Good morning and thank you.  Nine years ago today, six firefighters in Worcester left their homes, their families, and their friends behind to answer the call of service, of community.  They never came home.  In the line of duty, these honorable and courageous firefighters made the ultimate sacrifice.  The memory of that sacrifice endures, a reminder of the character of the men and women who choose, in the special way firefighters do, to serve the public good.  [The Worcester Cold Warehouse Storage fire left an indelible mark on Massachusetts, and we pause today to remember and honor those brave firefighters.]

All of us here know that firefighters are there for our communities, ready to respond at the sound of a bell, the smell of smoke, or the desperate cry of help.  They are there at 3:00 in the morning, they are there in the cold of winter and the heat of summer.  We are grateful and I am here to say “thank you.”  We owe thanks as well to the families behind the firefighters, whose support and understanding, whose own form of courage, enables these professionals to do their job.  So, for all the firefighters and their families and loved ones, on behalf of people all over our Commonwealth, thank you for your service.  We appreciate and value you all.

I am glad to be with you all this morning to celebrate these acts of heroism.
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