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Hello, I’m Governor Deval Patrick.  I want to welcome you to Massachusetts and to a new chapter in your lives. 

Like you, maybe, I was the first person in my family to go to college.  I applied to five colleges back then.  When the letter arrived saying I was admitted to the one I really wanted, I called home with the news and my grandmother answered the phone.  I’ll never forget it.  “Gram,” I said,  “I’m going to college.  I’m going to Harvard.”

She started yelling and screaming, so excited and so proud, and then she paused and asked, “Now, where is that anyway?”

I was totally deflated.  But gradually I came to realize that it was not the prestige my grandmother was excited about.  It was the opportunity.  It was the chance.  That’s what mattered.

That is always what matters -- maybe especially here.  For pilgrims seeking to worship freely, for slaves seeking freedom, for immigrants seeking a better way, for your mothers and fathers and grandmothers and grandfathers seeking a toehold in the middle class, Massachusetts has beckoned seekers as a land of opportunity.

And your opportunity is now.  In Massachusetts, we lead the nation in economic competitiveness, in entrepreneurialism, in student achievement, in life sciences and biotech, and energy efficiency.  We lead the nation in opportunity.  And at the center of it all is education. 

Education is our calling card around the world; it’s what we’re best known for.  The concentration of brain power, of high quality universities, research institutions, teaching hospitals and so forth, is what we are best known for around the world.  And I say that as somebody who has done business all over the world and proudly comes home to Massachusetts.

Our world-class public and private institutions produce the leaders, the inventors, the scientists, the policymakers, the engineers, the artists and performers, the change agents, and the CEOs of today and tomorrow.  Education is key to our competitiveness in the future and we owe it to ourselves to do everything we can to support learners and teachers from around the world. 

That’s why businesses come here.  That’s how we’ve grown the life sciences industry here to be the most important life sciences supercluster in the world.  It’s why IT is making such a strong rebound here in the Commonwealth, especially in game technology, robotics, and financial services for example.  That’s why we are a national leader in clean and alternative energy and energy efficiency.  And because we are making more of the things we invent, advanced manufacturing is making a strong comeback. 

Somewhere in Massachusetts today is the person who is going to cure cancer; or take us to Mars; or invent the next iPad.  Somewhere in Massachusetts today is the nurse who is going to care for us; the craftsman who is going to rebuild an urban skyline; the musician who is going to draw thousands to concerts.  That person could be you.  And I want to welcome you and encourage you to make Massachusetts home. 

So, thank you for choosing our Commonwealth for your studies.  Make the most of it – and consider setting down roots.  
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