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Good afternoon.  Thank you for being here.  I am grateful to be here today to announce $1.68 million in Growth District funding for a 325-space parking garage that will help downtown Haverhill, as one of our 19 Growth Districts, continue its revitalization and economic recovery.  I am also especially pleased to be here to participate in the opening of the Hamel Mills Lofts, the new 305 unit housing development that will bring more affordable housing -- and economic opportunity -- within reach of the people of this community.


Each time I visit Haverhill, I see a reservoir of potential.  And over the last few years, we have been working closely with Mayor Fiorentini, members of the legislature, community leaders and the fine people of this city to let that potential spill out into the community and become reality.  
Through 40R designation, we have helped build 500 new rental housing units.  We have initiated expedited permitting in the city so that government and business can work at the same speed.  We have maintained a focus on smart growth, expanding housing and economic opportunity in areas near public transportation.   There was $1.2 million for the renovation and extension of the Merrimack Riverwalk project, connecting downtown and the Merrimack River.  The state partnered with the city on streetscape improvements for lower Main Street, the Washington Street Historic District and the Arts District.  
The Massachusetts Cultural Council is helping to stimulate the local creative and artistic economy.  We’re working to cleanup brownfields and remove lead and asbestos from the Hayes Building. We are using $700,000 in Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds for the purchase and rehabilitation of foreclosed and abandoned properties and the strategic demolition of blighted properties.  And we are making the investments for the future of this region by repairing the MBTA Railroad Bridge over the Merrimack River and bringing over $17 million in federal recovery funds to the area for the Haverhill commuter rail line.  There is a MORE grant of $2.8 million in sewer extension for the Hilldale Avenue Industrial Park.  These are the types of forward thinking investments that position this city and this Commonwealth for future prosperity.  

In short, there is a lot going on for this city and the future is bright.  As we walked around town just now, the excitement was tangible, progress right in front of your eyes.  Things feel new.  Possibility is around every corner if we just have the patience to look in the correct spot.  
There are signs of the same feeling at the federal level.  We are beginning to see the resumption of private sector activity in the economy.  It is exciting as companies begin to look ahead again, as the housing market begins to recover, as the stock market works its way back.  But there are still challenges facing our communities.  I know that if we continue to partner together like we have done here in Haverhill, if we continue to keep our gaze on tomorrow’s opportunity, we will have many more days to celebrate like we are doing here this afternoon.  Thank you.  
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