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· I would like to thank:

· Senator Kennedy
· Senator Kerry
· Congressman Lynch

· Mayor Menino
· Executive Director Tom Kinton
· Mr. Li

· Counselor Zhanling

· Counselor Zhuangsong

· Captain Wei 
· I want to thank all of you for coming, especially those of you who have traveled a long distance to be here.  I am glad to welcome you to the State House.  And I am proud today to share with you the many successes of this partnership, and celebrate its extension in the years to come.
· COSCO has been instrumental to the revitalization of the Port of Boston, and the broader economy of our Commonwealth and our region.  As I’m sure many of you know, in the years since your arrival we have benefited from an astounding 400% growth in your traffic to our shores.    
· In that time, we have significantly expanded the volume of our trade while at the same time lower the cost of doing business with Asia.  We have set the stage for expansion of many Massachusetts and New England companies, and many developments on your shores as well. 
· Here in New England that means 34,000 jobs, 11,000 from COSCO alone.  And for the Port of Boston, $20 million dollars in annual revenue.

· And it also means a bright future, in which we can strengthen our connections and continue to capitalize on our strengths.  We see great potential in your extraordinary domestic growth, your industrial and educational development, and the surge in growth of your working and middle class families.  
· Along side those new opportunities, we have the ability to open our innovation economy and bring cutting edge technology, medical care, and environmental protection products to the Chinese people.
· The emergence of China on the international market is an unprecedented development in the history of our global economy.  We have never seen anything like it.  We are happy to be working with you as you continue in that process.  Together, we are making new strides into the global economy - sharing our products, as well as our culture and ideas, and bring together not just our economies, but our communities.  I thank you for that, and I look forward to the continued partnership between us.  
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