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· Thank you for inviting me here today.  Our Governor sends you his best wishes and his congratulations on your first ever Massachusetts African Community Summit.

· It is very important to us – to our administration and our Commonwealth – that you are putting together events like this.  This is part of a long history in this city and our state of African empowerment.  
· Throughout the 19th century, this state was a beachhead for the movement to end African slavery. 
· Massachusetts is the home of John Quincy Adams who was repeatedly threatened with censure in the Congress for trying to end slavery.  He eventually helped secure the freedom of the Amistad captives from Sierra Leone in 1841.

· During the days of the Underground Railroad, slaves seeking freedom found temporary refuge on their journey in Boston, New Bedford, Andover, Concord, Worcester, Newton, and Milton, where the Governor lives.

· And the African Meeting House, which is not too far from the State House downtown, was a safe, welcome place, and a home to a lot of progress.  America would not be what it is today without that building and the ideas it nurtured, the people it sheltered, and the freedom it helped give voice to.

· The Governor has been traveling across the state and talking to people in their homes, telling them how important it is that they get involved.  We want you to check into civic life, to see you stake in the hopes and dreams of the people around you, and to help us in government – in your government – to make this a better place to live and work.

· I got to see the other day a picture of Koze [pronunciation??], a little boy who came over to the United States from Liberia when he was 1 and a half years old.  Koze is five years old now and in the picture he is there, smiling with the Governor at the Inaugural ball.  That is what this administration is all about.  Because Koze and all of you are part of this Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
· We know that we face some significant challenges.  A lot of people are sick and looking for medical care.  A lot of people are ready to work but can’t find a job.  And a lot of people want to get an education but just don’t have the access.

· This administration has made some important steps in all of those directions.   Our new budget makes a record investment in public education so that every school in the Commonwealth sees their resources increase.  We are taking initiatives to improve our business climate, and make sure that we have more jobs at higher wages.  And we have fully funded our health care reform, and worked to negotiate plans for affordable coverage to give access to those people who need it most.
· That is why events like this one are so important.  If you want all those things, government is here to help you find them.  You just have to make your voices heard, by coming together in your own community, by celebrating those things that make up your own culture, and by finding ways that we can all come together and move Massachusetts forward.  
· The Governor wants you to reach out and share your ideas, share and your concerns, and share your solutions.  It is important you make your voice heard.  One way is to continue holding celebrations like this, and bringing people together to share in and learn about you.  Another is to contact us.  You can call the State House at 617-725-4000 and you can write to us online by going to www.mass.gov/governor and clicking on the link that says “Send Us Your Ideas” [[or you may want to direct them to Public Liaison]]
· Over by the river they are holding a St. Patrick’s Day breakfast that has been going on for a very long time in the city of Boston, and it’s a very important event for a lot of people who make a lot of the decisions in this city.

· One day I want to see this gathering can very easily have that same importance.  This is the first steps towards that day, and I am proud to be here with you.  You are bringing your voices together and making a claim to the rights and the democracy that we all deserve.  Congratulations and thank you.
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