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Thank you, Pam for that warm welcome and for all of your good work at MTC.  Thank you to the students, teachers and parents here at Farmington River Regional school for the gracious welcome. 

When I was first running for Governor in 2006, I met people from communities like here in Otis, or in Goshen, where people who want to read their email or search the web come to the public library.  After hours, that means kids sit in the back seat of their parent’s car and do their homework parked in the library parking lot, because that’s the only broadband hotspot anywhere for miles. Many of you in this room today know what I am talking about. 

And I said, in this 21st century global economy, high speed broadband is as necessary an infrastructure as roads, and bridges.  It is an educational necessity, an economic necessity, and a competitive necessity.  

But that access was still too far from universal.  And we can no more afford to have a community without access to broadband internet than we can afford to have a community without access to a good school or a decent road.

And for all of those reasons, we made a choice to make investments to bring broadband to those underserved parts of Massachusetts. 


In 2008, we created the MassBroadband Institute and started investing $40 million in conduits, fiber optic cables, and wireless towers.  In 2009, we laid the 55 mile cable along Rt. 91, to serve as a back bone for the rural areas most underserved.  In 2010 we received a federal stimulus grant to construct MassBroadband 123 and extend coverage to hundreds of thousands of households, 44,000 businesses and more than one million residents.  

This was all about making a choice to shape our future, rather than just waiting to see what happens.  We knew that broadband was essential for Massachusetts to remain competitive.  

It was about saying that none of our children should be left behind because of a “digital divide” while the 21st century global economy was growing.

Today is a remarkable accomplishment. We are lighting up fiber-optic connectivity directly to 1,200 key facilities in more than 120 western and central Massachusetts communities. That means schools, libraries, municipal buildings, public safety and health care facilities will now have reliable, fast internet access.  

In the months ahead, we will light up the rest of the network, providing broadband to thousands of more individuals, families and businesses. 

That means children for whom educational materials are out of reach, families for whom news is out of reach, doctors for whom medical images are out of reach, businesses, such as graphic design businesses, who could not even consider functioning in those communities will now have brand new opportunities.  These communities have already waited a very long time, as I know you know.  Without public investment, those communities might have been forced to wait indefinitely. 




And by the way, the rest of the world is realizing we are catching up, too. TechNet recently ranked us 2nd in their national broadband index, only behind California. 



I have believed from the beginning that we must govern for the next generation, not just the next news cycle or election cycle.  That is what our broadband initiative about, and that is what we will continue to fight for in order to leave this Commonwealth better than we found it. 

Thank you, and I look forward to continuing this important work together. 
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