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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Religious diversity and the freedom to exercise religion have been an important part of the Commonwealth’s history and is a right afforded to all of its residents by Article II of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and
W

hereas The Commonwealth’s South Asian community has gathered to celebrate the five-day festival of Diwali, also known as the “Festival of Lights”; and 
W

hereas Families and individuals within the South Asian community will joyously light small lamps known as diyas, and decorate their homes and temples; and
W

hereas Diwali is celebrated by various cultures within the South Asian community, and primarily symbolizes the victory of good over evil, and knowledge over ignorance; and
W

hereas During Diwali, we wish the members of the Commonwealth’s South Asian community good will and happiness in the year ahead,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 23rd, 2014, to be, 
Diwali
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth day of October, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
