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Good morning and behalf of all the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, welcome to Boston.  We are honored to host you here for this important conference.  
Our rich tradition of immigration began with the Pilgrims in the 1600s.  Today, our foreign-born population is the 7th largest in the country, nearly a million strong.  Immigrants represent 14 percent of our population and 17 percent of our workforce – a figure that has doubled over the last 15 years.  Men and women from Brazil, China, Haiti, Germany, the Dominican Republic, Pakistan and countless other countries have found new opportunities in Massachusetts.  They are here as scientists, doctors, engineers, professional baseball players, concert musicians, personal care attendants, child care providers, custodians and cooks.  
In the last decade, immigrants started over 60% the new businesses in Massachusetts.  Immigrant-owned firms produced over $7.6 billion in sales and employed over 4,000 workers in 2006.  Our economy is increasingly dependent on our immigrant entrepreneurs, especially in the sectors that are important for future growth, like biotech -- where one-quarter of the biotech firms in Massachusetts have an immigrant founder -- renewable energy, healthcare and education. 

But, just as important, they are our friends and neighbors, anchors of our communities in big cities and small towns across the state.  Immigrants add intangible beauty and diversity to Massachusetts and the nation.  They continue to help the American Dream evolve and bring it within reach of more people.  
In Massachusetts, we have been working to expand economic opportunity.  We have worked to replace the heated emotional rhetoric in public discourse with responsible debates about serious challenges.  And we have worked to bridge the artificial divides and instead focus on our common hopes and aspirations.  And I hope you are as proud as I am of what we have accomplished.  


The most important thing we can do is ensure that the next generation is equipped to lead us forward.  We do that through education.  So we signed the Achievement Gap Act in January, a set of reforms and innovations that will ensure that the children with special needs, the ones who speak English as a second language, the poor kids and, more often than not, kids of color have the tools to succeed in today’s economy.  We signed legislation to reduce the drop out rate by 20% by 2012.  Working with our Congressional delegation, we secured $250 million in federal Race to the Top funds to help turn around underperforming schools, especially in our cities.  We dedicated $1.4 million for workplace-based adult English language classes.  Those are investments today for our people tomorrow.

To make our communities safer and healthier, we defended the expansion of the State’s Children’s Health Insurance Program and protected over 100,000 children, including 13,500 Latino children.  We fought to protect health insurance for 30,000 legal immigrants.  In August, we signed CORI reform, giving thousands of people new reason to hope for meaningful employment.  To make sure that government better reflects its citizens, we have increased the number of Latinos appointed to boards and commissions by 14% over previous administrations.  I support bilingual ballots so that everyone who wants to vote can.    

The bedrock of our efforts is the New Americans Agenda, a brilliant set of more than 130 recommendations to integrate the Commonwealth’s diverse immigrant population.  They include addressing the availability of English language classes for English language learners in the Commonwealth (for which there is currently a waiting list of 16,000).  We are implementing strategies to improve and expedite the recertification/re-licensing process for professional refugees and immigrants.  State agencies are developing Language Access Guidelines that increase the access residents with limited English proficiency have to state services.  All these are steps towards increased opportunity and stronger communities throughout the Commonwealth.  

Throughout the past four years, we have done all this and more because we have been willing to work together.  I appreciate the spirit of partnership and collaboration that so many of you here have brought to the table.  We have a lot more to do, but I know that if we keep our focus on the long-term and keep taking strides in the direction of a more hopeful, equal and just future, we will achieve mighty things together.    


Thank you for having me, and best wishes for an enjoyable conference.  
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