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Good afternoon.  Thank you for being here.  I wanted to come down here with Congressman Lynch today so we could talk about the difference the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is making in this important community.  The Congressman has been a great advocate for Brockton and the entire 9th District, and we are just so grateful for his leadership and that of his colleagues in Washington who are working so hard to bring recovery to the different communities across Massachusetts.  It is a crucial part of our state’s recovery plan, and we thank you, Congressman.


There is amazing character and innovation in this city’s schools.  I have seen it up close, a humanity that is triumphant in the face of great challenges.  And that’s why we fought so hard to bring more than $17 million of education aid to the city, protecting more than 570 jobs.  These are investments for today and tomorrow.  
It’s for the teachers who spend hours dreaming up new ways to ignite the fire of curiosity in a child.  It’s for administrators and staff members, the people who make the engines of education run.  It’s for their families, who, worried about layoffs and budget tightening, can rest a little easier.  And most importantly it’s for the students, the boys and girls who are blissfully unaware of the bureaucratic and fiscal pressures, but who know that there is something magical happening when they mix vinegar and baking soda to make their volcano erupt, when they make a flute or a saxophone sing or when they first encounter Romeo and Juliet in the pages of a beat up book.  

Back on Beacon Hill, there is an important conversation about education happening right now.  We have a chance to take a defining step in our effort to erase the moral blemish that is the achievement gap.  Our efforts are about kids who are stuck in that achievement gap, poor children, children with special needs, children who speak English as a second language and, more often than not, children of color.   We need the next step in education reform for those kids -- our kids -- here in Brockton and around the Commonwealth, and we will keep pressing until we get it done and until every child in this state feels like he or she has a chance at greatness.  
When we get there, by keeping the focus on the long-term even during difficult times, the students of Massachusetts will surprise and amaze us with what they can do.  Thank you.             
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