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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas On July 4th, 1776 in Philadelphia, the Second Continental Congress adopted the final draft of the Declaration of Independence, marking the birth of the United States of America as a free and independent nation; and  
W

hereas Today we reflect upon our shared heritage, history, common ideals and our future; and 
W

hereas Thomas Jefferson’s enduring words of independence and equality among all people ring true today; and 
W

hereas Throughout our country’s history, thousands of Massachusetts citizens have fought in wars and conflicts to defend our safety and way of life; and 
W

hereas We are thankful for their service and the sacrifices they have made to uphold the ideas we hold dear; and 
W

hereas As we celebrate our great nation, we should remember and cherish everyone’s rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim July 4th, 2007, to be
Independence Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this third day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

