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Good morning and thank you all for being here.  It is great to see so many business leaders here, and to see so many people looking forward to new opportunities.  And let me be clear, our administration is focused on expanding opportunity for everyone in our Commonwealth.  
Particularly for minority and women- owned businesses.  Since the start of our term, spending with MBE firms has increased 10% and totaled more than $301 million.  Overall, spending with MBE firms represents approximately 7% of state discretionary spending.  We have increased spending for women business enterprises by nearly 34%, up to $449 million, approximately 10% of state discretionary spending.  This is how we make sure that opportunities to partner with the state are open to every business in every community.  That is what is fair and that is what is right, and we will continue down that path until our job is done.  

We also filed legislation to consolidate SOMWBA and AMP to create the Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office, creating one-stop shopping for certification, technical and business development assistance, and greater access to procurement opportunities.  

I signed an executive order establishing the Office of Access and Opportunity, which is dedicated to making sure that the state’s procurement and personnel efforts reflect our values of inclusion and diversity.  Just yesterday, I signed an executive order establishing the supplier diversity program, which will build on our recent successes.  And that’s real progress.  See, our commitment isn’t just part of a speech.  It’s deeper than that.  I know we need action, and that’s what we’re focused on delivering for you yesterday, today and, most importantly, tomorrow.  
I am particularly grateful to Assistant Secretary Ron Marlow, who was named 2010 SBA Minority Business Champion for Massachusetts and New England, and to Reggie Nunnally, who heads the SDO.  They are my friends and your partners.  Let’s keep working together, making progress and building a new economic future.  Thank you for having me, and have a great conference.
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