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Thank you very much.  First of all, Mr. Mayor, thank you for that incredible introduction and your always warm welcome here in Springfield.  It’s always good to be with you and all the members of your council and your team who are here.

To the extraordinary Ray Jordan, by the way Kirk, I know just what you mean when you say you meet him and he sizes you up.  I remember being sized up, in fact, I feel sized up every time I encounter him anew.  He talked about how Dunbar Community Center is 100 years old and you should all know, Ray was there at the beginning.  You look good!  Kirk said that Ray is a doer.  You want this doer on your side when you are trying to get something done.  Ray, I appreciate you. 
I want to acknowledge as well, my colleagues from Beacon Hill who are here, the members of the legislature.  Thank you for your partnership and for being here today.   
I want to thank Tom and Kirk and Victor for your comments today and for coming together to show the kind of leadership for this community that you have.  For those young people who are here. 

I want to acknowledge and thank Dr. Joan Sneed for her comments.  I wish you had taken your time.  Everybody else did.  I know a little bit about the historic trail that’s underway and the work that’s gone into it and the notables who are appropriately acknowledged along the course of it.  And that is absolutely a key part of our story.  Our story. 

By the way, not just black people’s story, but the American story.  The interconnectedness of us.  The way we have learned through time and struggle to turn to each other, rather than on each other.  And it’s a story to learn, and learn, and relearn and teach to others. 
I want to thank Lori Nelson and our team at Community Affairs for bringing us all together today.  Thank you, Lori.  I’d also like to recognize Elizabeth Cardona who runs the Governor’s Western Massachusetts Office.  Thank you, Elizabeth.
It still amazes me, almost six years into the job, that when I come to Springfield and Western Massachusetts, that people are surprised that the Governor is trying to be Governor of the whole Commonwealth.  Let’s just all resolve that we will make it, in future, so that every Governor expects to serve the whole Commonwealth and not just the neighborhood around Beacon Hill. 
So I’m glad to be with you today, and I know you’ve heard a lot of really terrific speakers, so I will be very brief.  I want to say how proud I am of the collaboration that we’re celebrating today.  I’m especially proud to be here with you to celebrate Black History month.  This time of the year is an opportunity for us all to come together as a community to reflect and celebrate our heritage.  We recognize the accomplishments of the many African American men and women who have helped shape the world we live in today – Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, the Little Rock Nine, Marian Anderson, Jackie Robinson, Maya Angelou, Barack and Michelle Obama.
But not every hero is famous.  My grandmother grew up in Kentucky, the daughter, so she said, of an Irish planter and his black charwoman.  In any event, she was fair enough to “pass,” as the old folks used to say.  When she and our grandfather would take trips driving around the South, my grandmother would go into the diner first, get a table, and order the food.  And once the food was on the table, she would beckon the family in to sit down.  It was just generally more awkward for the proprietor to refuse them once everyone was seated at the table and the food was served.


One brave waitress confronted her at one of those stops.  The waitress said she was very sorry, but they would have to serve my grandmother and her family in the kitchen, like other black people.  My grandmother drew herself up, looked the waitress square in the eye and said, “We don’t eat in the kitchen in our own home, thank you very much,” and walked out with her family in tow, leaving the food untouched on the table.


Thousands and thousands of small acts of defiance just like that one, that is what brought Jim Crow to its knees.  Acts of defiance in the face of humiliation, and sometimes physical danger, must be remembered, and honored, and acknowledged as one of the greatest examples of collective courage the world has ever seen.  Not just in February but throughout the year.  Our young people, most of all, need to know that ours is a legacy of struggle, courage, resilience and achievement in defiance of the odds.


Yes, we have come a long way.  There is a different way of thinking about the world today.  Young people like those here, are able to see people in leadership positions and imagine the kinds of things that were unthinkable a generation ago.  A kid from welfare on the South Side of Chicago serves as the first African American Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  It’s fun.  Another kid, who spent some time on the South Side of Chicago, serves as President of the United States today.  
All of you here, in a world where you can be entrepreneurs, elected officials, astronauts, scientists, film directors, inventors, CEO’s, Nobel Prize Winners, doctors and so much more.  You have the chance today to be recognized for your abilities and your accomplishments and not marginalized because of what you look like or where you come from. This is your time.  You are our future.  And we invest in you – in time, money, attention, and passion, because that is how we bear in our time, our generational responsibility.  That means doing what we can do while we’re here, to leave things better for you. 


Of course there’s more work to be done.  More work to really meet our generational responsibility.  In some ways, there always is.  That’s the nature of generational responsibility.  

We still, right now, have an achievement gap to close in our schools.  One that disproportionately affects, as the superintendent so clearly knows, children who are poor, or have special needs, or speak English as a second language.  We need to teach people the skills they need to fill the jobs we have right now, and are creating.  We need to end the cycles of violence in too many communities.  And we need to inspire our young people to engage with each other in positive ways and in their communities and in their government.  Their time your time.  And there’s no need to wait.
That’s why we are proud to gather today to celebrate this new collaboration between the Y and Dunbar Community Center.  These two unique organizations are coming together to strengthen youth, families, and seniors, all the components of this community.  And as you work together to expand opportunities, you remind all of us that what it means to be a member of this community is to see the stake that each of us has, not just in our own dreams, and our own struggles, but in our neighbors as well.
I’ve told many of you before about what it was like growing up in the 50’s and 60’s on the South Side of Chicago.  So much was broken.  Broken sidewalks.  Broken playgrounds.  Broken schools, broken homes and families.  But we had a community.  Because those were the days when every child was under the jurisdiction of every single adult on the block.  If you messed up down the street in front of Mrs. Jones', she would straighten you out as if you were hers and then call home, so you got it two times.  All those adults were trying to teach us, is what the Dunbar and the Y are trying to teach you.  That membership in a community is understanding the stake we have in each other.  In our neighbor’s dreams and struggles, as well as our own.  

You and I both know, we have to rebuild that sense of community.  Here in this neighborhood, in this city, in this Commonwealth, in this country.  That’s what we’ve been trying to do in our Administration.  That’s what this collaboration is about.  That’s what we have to be about in every neighborhood, in every home, in every heart and personality.  Working together, we can build a better and stronger community.  And if we do that, our best days are ahead. 
God bless you all.  Congratulations.  Thank you for having me. 
PAGE  
1

