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Thank you for this wonderful and humbling honor.  I have an honorary degree or two in laws, but never before in divinity.  I bet a few of you are wondering how any politician could even qualify for this – let alone a lawyer!  Thank you so much.

As this ceremony draws to a close, and you embark on your clergical work, I want to thank you in advance for your service.  Not your service in a pulpit or a seminary or some other formal assignment, so much as your service as God’s messengers.  Let me explain what I mean.

[Bus driver story – “pass it on.”]


That simple act of grace – by a total stranger – made me want to be a better man.  In time I came to realize that every time anyone shows another how to be a better man or woman we make a better world.  That’s how I came to know that bus driver was God’s messenger.


Sometimes when I am asked to sign a picture or a piece of paper, I write the words, “Keep the faith.”  Even with the doctorate with which you have honored me today, I am hardly qualified to preach to you on matters of faith.  But as someone who is active in a world that is broken and yearning to be healed, among people, even in the bleakest places, who crave a reason to hope, I can say what we need from you.  We need you to be God’s messengers – people who affirm that faith is more than what you say you believe, but how you live.
Go well.  Good luck.  And thank you again for letting me share your special day in this way.
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