TALKING POINTS
Bass Pro Shops Opening

8-2-07

· Thank you for inviting me to be here.  Thank you to the Krafts, to my friend Bob Hickey, the members of the Patriots past and present that are here, and to Martin MacDonald and Bass Pro Shops.  I want you to know how much we appreciate your presence and your partnerships.

· Around the country, these stores are destination spots for outdoor enthusiasts of all sorts.  We are proud to add Foxboro to that list, and to be the first Bass Pro Shop in New England.  The hundreds of jobs and the millions of annual visitors you are expecting here are great news for our economy.    

· And we will be serving much more than our economic interests.  I know that along with the tourism and job growth you will bring to this area, Bass Pro Shops and the Kraft Group bring a strong commitment to wildlife and nature conservation.  

· We have in Massachusetts some of the most remarkable outdoor environments, wilderness and open spaces.  And we want to welcome your visitors to our state parks to fish and hike and enjoy a range of outdoor activities.  Our natural resources are a wonderful gift, and as we can see, an economic driver.  I look forward to working with all of you to ensure that they continue to thrive.
· [INTORDUCE BOB KRAFT]
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