COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

NORRAOLK, ss . IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
Nos., 5545 and 5546. Criminal Session

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Ve

NICOLA SACCO and BARTCOLOMEOQO VANZET TI

—— e

AFFIDAVIT OF EDWARD J. MILLER.

My name is Edward J. Miller. On August 15, 1925, I was
arrested and committed to the Dedham Jail, where I have been
ever since on a charge of stealing an automobile while under the
influence of liquor. On or about September 15, 1925, I pleaded
guilty and was sentenced to one year in Jail. I am also on pro-
bation from the Suffolk Superior Court for another and simil ar
offence.

I am a millwriglt by trade but am on the books of the
Dednam Jail as a teamster because I have done some teaming.

I did not take the automobiles for sale or attempt to
sell them, nor was it claimed that I did. I got drunk and want-
ed a ride, and took an automobile to ride in. I have not the re-
putat ion of being either a sneak or & liar.

After I was committed to this Jail I worked for six weeks
in the shop and was then appointed as trusty or jail "runner",
@ it is called, and remained such from sometime in October,
1925, until June 18, 1926, when my job was taken away from me
and I was kept in my room and have been since. My duty as
trusty or "runner" was ‘to answer ealls from the desk and from
the cells, and to take orders from the officers. There are al-
way8 three officers on the floor of the Jail, two at the desk
in the guardroom and one moving about .

I have never been intimate or chummy with Sacco since



I came here. He avoids the other prisoners and keeps by him-
self, and is not chummy with anybody so far as I know,

On November 18, 1925, while acting as trusty or runner,
I got a "rap", as we call it, from the cell of Medeiros. I went
' there and he hanled me a slip of paper and asked me to give it to
Sacco. I read it. I cannot from memory give the exact wording
of the paper, but it was a confession that he was in the South
Braintree job and that Sacco and Vanzetti had nothing to do with
it. It was a small, oblong piece of paper. At that time and
at presernt Medeiros was confined in a cell on the ground floor
or lower part of the Jail. On coming up the steps from this
part of the Jail with the paper given me by Medeiros in my
possession, I heard a rap from the other side of the Jail on
tier No. 2 on the back, and went there before going to the cell
of Sacco. The man in that cell, whose name I don't remember,
handed me a magazine and asked me to give it to Sacco. I put
the slip of paper given me by lledeires between the leaves of the
magazine handed me by the other man, and handed the magazine to
Sacco and told him there was a note inside. This was in the
afterncon.

A few minutes later I went to Sacco's cell and he was
standing leaning against the wall trembling, with the paper in
his hands sent to him by Medeiros, and tears in his eyes. He
asked me "What is this", I said "Can't you read English". He
said he would telephone his friend and get him to take the paper
to Mr. Thompson.

Two or three days before November 18 lMedeiros gave me
& rap, which was a signal that he wanted something, and asked
me to get him a piece of paper and an envelope, which I did.v
Shortly afterwards he rapped again and said "Give this to. the
desk", It was an envelope addressed to the Editor of the

Boston American. I put it on the desk where Officer Curtis

was sitting, and I saw Mr. Curtis pick it up and look at the




i outside of it. I do not know what he did with it. I had not
| ao— far od J Cow eyl A
| before that nor did I evegAtake to the cell of lMedeiros any

| copy of any financial report of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defence Com-
| mittee, a8 I understand Mr., Curtis has stated I did.

| One day in the early part of June Mr. Curtis came to me
i and said,

"You came to me and said that lMedeiros wanted to see the
finaneial report of the Sacco Committee. I gave it to you
and you gave it to Medeiros, and about thirty minutes later
you handed it back to me with Medeiros' letter to the
American."

I replied to Mr. Curtis, "I remember the letter but not the

| book; I don't recall the book at all". He said,"You think it
over and See if you can't recall it", The same talk occurred
l between Mr. Curtis and me on two or three subsequent days.

| On or about June 8, 1926, I think it was, State Officer |
f Fleming and Mr. D. P. Ranney came to the Jail to see me. I

sat down with Mr. Fleming at a table in the north part of the
guardroom. Mr. Ranney was there for a moment, but afterwards

| left and went to the desk, and returned only at the very last
part of the conversation I had with Mr. Fleming. Fleming said
he was checking up the Sacco case, which had cost the State

lots of money,and he would like to ask me a few questions. He
remarked that murder was a terrible thing and ought to be pun-
ished, and I agreed with him, He asked me if Sacco ever asked
me to tell Medeiros anything, and I said "Certaeinly not",and I
said also that Sacco was not that kind of a man, and that he

did not mingle or chum with anybody. Then lMr. Fleming asked

me if I did not get a book from the desk the latter part of
November to take tb Medeiros. I said "No". I asked him to
describe the book. I asked him if he meart the brief book wggh'
white covers on it which was here three or four months ago, and |
he said he did not mean that; that he meant an expense book of
the Commit tee. Then I said I remembered no such book and had

never given any such book to lledeiros., He said, "Mr. Curtis



says you d4id". I said to him "Mr. Curtis and I have thrashed
' that all out". Mr. Fleming then asked we my trade and I said
a millwright, although I was recorded at the Jail as a teamsier.
He asked me how much more time I had to do, and how much "good
time® I had got off, and I told him I had got off thirty-six
days of good time if I didn't lose it, and that I would be out
sgoon. I said "I can see how things are going®. I said,
"When I leave here and go to Boston I will have to serve in
the Suffolk Jail, and they'll call me up for sermtence there, and
| you will put my bail so high I can't raise it"., He made no re-
ply to this except to say that my Boston crime was pretty
serious,. |

The conversation that occurred when Mr. Ranney came
over at the erd was, as I recollect it, simply Mr. Fleming tell-
ing Mr. Ranney what he had asked meé and what my replies had
been, and my Saying again that I never carried any Sacco Com-
mittee expense book to Medeiros.

When my job wa® taken away from me on June 18 I asked
Mr. Curtis what the trouble was, and he Said that hollering
hgd been going on at night in the east wing. I told him that
I hed nothing to do with it as I slept in the west wing. My
work was taken away from me. I, however, still get my recrea-
tion of oﬁe hour & day, as do all the other prisoners. Seversal
times since I have asked lr. Curtis for the reason why my jéb
was taken away from me, telling him that hollering had nothing
te do with it. He said he would let me know bye and bye. He
said it was the Sheriff and not he who took my job away. I
have begged Mr. Curtis to tell me, and recently I said to him,
"If you will tell me what the reason is why my job was take v

away, maybe I can help you". This was on June 24, 1926.

He said, "It i8 on account of this Saccoc business". I said
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"That has got nothing to do with me and I can't tell you anything

more or different from what I have already told you, which is

the truth". My room was shifted from the frort to the back
of the Jail, and Mr Curtis said that was to get me out of

sight. Another man now has my job as trusty.

POMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Norfolk, ss. Dedham, June 28, 1926
Then personally appeared the above named Edward J. Miller
and made oath that the foregoing statement subscribed by him

is true. Before me,

%S?%ZMWW

Justice of the Peace,

-

<

IHewehs 3, (927







T“ e "Qf‘\

A DATMYE ' B4 A T
W MUONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSEITS

TARENT ). ) - -
NORFOLK, s8. SUPERICR C COURT

COMIONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
v
LA

Q‘ ACCO o AT ST O
A-\ i CPL o ‘-' \J b‘\-’-f: B u&l W VA JC

v WTET TV Y
'rlin\QLl J.I .

v e 1 - .
A"‘&L? J“ITT OF f‘Lo:‘Aﬁ D J o .L‘A}:M;.rﬁ!;s

Mm ﬂ i L )
necaryen & FILED

&133 A_A‘ 5’ “‘3"0

tiUL g o ‘g%i

OFFICE oF CLERKCF COU
THOMPESP O RRANS Mrars
1133-1130 TREMONT BUILDING
BOSTON, MASS.




	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0001
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0002
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0003
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0004
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0005
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0006
	SUP_NO_001_001_0006_00006_230_0007

