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Let me thank everyone for coming and to join with us in celebrating a really wonderful victory. Over the past few years, the pressure on municipal budgets caused, in part, by the sky-rocketing increase in the costs of health insurance and pensions for municipal employees has resulted in major property tax increases in communities all over the commonwealth.  People in Massachusetts are increasingly paying more and getting less in terms of services. And we have tried, all of us here, together, to step up and address that.  To try to find ways to take the pressure off of the property tax. 

So today I am proud to announce that working very closely with the legislature, those here and those represented by those here and local officials, and with the active civic engagement and active engagement of many, many mayors and concerned community groups, I am signing in a minute two parts of an important initiative that we call the Municipal Partnership Act. 

The first allows cities and towns to join the state’s group insurance commission health plan. And the second merges underperforming local pension funds into the state’s higher performing PRIT program. This measure does two things. 

First of all, by moving municipal employees into the GIC Program or providing that option, it creates the opportunity to take advantage of a system whose premium rates have been half again what the premium rates have been for many municipal health insurance programs. So there is an opportunity and a meaningful one for real savings there. 

In the context of pensions, PRIT is one of the best performing pension plans in the nation and has been for the last 21 years. And kudos to its leadership, as I do want to send praise to Dolores for having done a wonderful job in managing the healthcare premiums down for state workers, and please keep it up, please please keep it up.

There is more to do. There are parts of the Municipal Partnership Act on which there has not been a legislative decision yet. Among those parts and they are all on the revenue side, is the Telecom exemption, a 92 year old exemption that the phone company has enjoyed from paying the same property taxes that everyone else has to pay. And I’m not saying this to make anybody behind me uncomfortable right now, but we need action there too. This is about a partnership: a partnership between the executive branch and the legislative branch, a partnership between Beacon Hill and local communities and leadership. And it is about understanding the special pressures and challenges that are facing people on the front line of delivering public services for the people of Massachusetts. And where we can help we should help.
