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Thank you for being here today.  One of the first things I was asked to do as Governor was to select a portrait of one of my predecessors to hang in my office.  As many of you know, I selected John Andrew, a man who, I think, embodies all that is right in Massachusetts.  He was a visionary, a man who could see beyond his own times to a world where fairness and equality were values and ideals not just on paper but reflected by our government.  It is an honor to share space with him every day, and he gives me great inspiration.

Of course, one of the things Governor Andrew did that makes me so proud of him was authorizing the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, which was the first regiment of black soldiers assembled with the purpose of being a combat regiment as opposed to a labor regiment.  The heroism and patriotism of the members of the 54th began during the intensity of the civil war, and that commitment to honor and duty and country have never wavered.  Not in the face of engulfing wars nor in moments of national doubt.  The members of the 54th are true American soldiers, men and women who have felt the call to service in their bones, and responded without hesitation with that uniquely American urge to action.
I look up at that mural, and I see the weight of war on the faces of those soldiers.  You can see fatigue and the loss these men endured.  But you can see a quiet pride as well, a slight acknowledgement that they have just made history, that, when confronted with the choice, they have the courage and the dignity to stand on the side of righteousness and justice.  And look at the subdued awe of the spectators on the State House balcony.  They can feel it too.  They know that these are men who understand what it means to put country first.  It is enormously uplifting and enormously humbling at the same time.  I know that that character lives on in the members of the 54th today, and I am so honored to have you here in Massachusetts.  You are part of the fabric that makes our Commonwealth so special and so strong.  Thank you for your service and for having me here today.
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