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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Today, the American Red Cross faces the growing challenge of recruiting sufficient numbers of blood donors to meet the ever increasing need for blood due to more sophisticated medical procedures, an aging population and more; and
W

hereas The Red Cross Blood Services Northeast Division must distribute approximately 3,000 units of blood each day just to meet the basic needs of area patients; and 
W

hereas Only five percent of those eligible to donate blood actually do so.  One donation of blood can help save three lives; and 
W

hereas  It is through the efforts of generous blood donors, including those in the Massachusetts State Employees Blood Donor Program and Massachusetts hospital blood donor programs,  that the American Red Cross can provide for those in need; and
W

hereas Frequent periods of blood shortage across the nation in recent years have served to underscore the importance of a committed corps of volunteer blood donors, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 2008 to be
Massachusetts Blood Donor Month   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this third day of January, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
